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How to rrevare for iiarriasc. -

"How should Catholics prepare for narriage?" askcd the profes sor of Catechisn., "By t¢
Sacrament of Extrene Unction,” answered the wise little girl. That is the proxihate
preparation. Few of you need a proximate repuration while in school, but every stu-
dent who expects to marry needs to be concerned absut the remote preparatlon. The
iollow1ng suggestions under this head are 1ntended tc be helpful:
~
1, If Possible, keep your head. Inswnlty and blindness are natural concomi-
tants of love, but,; if possible, keep your head.

2. Lead a clean life. That is always possible. The great aids te it are:

a) Clean ideals, the Blessed Virgin for womanhood, 3t. Josegh for manhood;
b) Clean conpanlonshlp, dictated by decent seli~vesgect :

¢) The private vow of chastity,; made with your /nLCSSOF'" pcrnlsolon-

d) Ardent attachment to the Sacraments und prJyur

3. Learn frugality. The girl who hasitd‘be'WOn by expensive presents is not
worth winning. Let her love you for yourself.. If you spoil her now you will
have to pay the bills later on. BEarly mwrr1¢gb is nearly always to be pre-
ferred, (this does not mean the Freshman year) as it mesns accommodatien of
character during the pliable years; and frugality is usually essential to
early marriage. o T o -

4. Seck counscl, Your pdronts may be prctty dumb in your eyes; but they know
heaps more than you do about narriage: And the. priest. knows plenty about
what wrecks marri.ge. Those who don't consult him befere marriage arce most
like to do so after it is too late. - : ’

5. Nevor confuse either infatuation or lust with leve. Love inplies reverence.
A girl who docs not cormand your respect is umworthy of you. Your own self-
respect demands that you shun such conpany; and if you arc lacking in self- -
.respect, you are doomed to. 1barn by blttbr gxpericnce thiu lust is a usurer
who suoks blood even +o the grave., - : e : -

6. Try out hoerOokingY What is the,favoritc topic of conversation at schoel?
Food, swithout 2 doubt; it outdistances athletics, rbllglon philosophy, girlis,
everything. It is bhe great 1ntbrost that englnebrs have in common with
the rest of mankind., She may never have to soil her hands with dishwater;
but if she doesn't, you will.. There'll come a time! Don't walt until. altcr
narriage to dOﬂOSthQuO her. . If she .doesn't know how to run a home you won't
have a hone. . - ‘ . ' '

Thé Private Vow of Chastity,

You will notice that the vow of chaotlty is. rbCO}HCQdOd as a’ prcparatlon for n¢rr1¢gu.
This suggestion is made scriously, and it is urg“d conscientieusly as an act of r

ligion most pleasing to God and most cfficacious in attaining its end, nancly, the
clevation of the ideal of narringe to its lofty Christian planei.: A vow 'is a prenise
mide to God of some good for o gocd cnd. It b;ndaAuner pain of mortal or wenial sin
according as the matter isblight or grave. It cun.bc made only with thepermission
of one's coniosoor~ and 4 prlvatb vom, such s the one -suggested, can be dispensed

by onet's confes sor if it scems too dlfilcult to keep. It -dincreases thc moerit of cbe=
dicnee %o - the 1&w. It should not be made writhout ouff1c1bnt cxpericnece to Justlfy
the belief th.t it can be kept, and at first it ahould_bb:ngdeufor short periods

only -- a monuh. threce menths, six monﬁhs or a year at most.' It can be TG newed if
this scens advis: able to bofn COquSSOr And penitent. . S :
PRAYERS: . Throe sick yvrsona nd “vo dcccased relqtlves of suudbnts. Tpm.ﬁatcrs, 120,
brether of John, is -quite sick. : - o -




