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Ythen Yeu YWa nt tc be Convinced. V.

Huxley.

The term sounds formidable -- and humble. ™What is more humol
han for 2 great man to bow down and acknowledge that his scientifiic mind is limited :
ts possibilities, that while it may know all that is knowable, it pauses when it conc
o the unknocwible! TFuxley thought so well of his state of mind that he found a nanie 1
it: His "I don't know" (which cennoted "I don't care®) he termed Agnosticisn.

sientific Agnosticism!

Tyw did Huxley come to adopt this attitude towards God? Did his scientific studies cn:
rinse him that there could be no God? +that the universe contained in its beginuing {(Ir
rnt?) everything that it now cortiins, and that there is no difference betwecn nind

there is no soul? Or did he start out with this as an assumption and spond
to find grounds to Jjustify it? How ewm words tell us how he formed hir

10 matter,
nis life trying
sntlook on life:

"Zicked into the world a boy without guide or training or with worse than none I con~
fess to my shame that few men have drunk deepcer of all kinds of sin than I. Hdppily s
course was arrvestod in time -- before I had curned absolute destruction -- and for lon,
yeurs I have been slowly and painfully climbing, with many a fall, towards bettoer tuln.s
Afind when I look back, what do I find to have been the agents of ny redemption? 'The ho-
immortality or of future reward? I can honestly say that for these fourtcen years

of

at work. Sartor Resartus led me ‘o know that a deep sénse of religion was compatiple
with the entire absence of theology. Sccondly, scicnce and hor methods gave me a rust.
vlace independent of authority wund tradition. Thirdly, leve opencd up to me a view of
the sanctity of human nature and impressed me with a decp sensc of responsibility.”

In spite of the fact that ho donics the existence of the soul and of froe will, Huxley
uses such terms as 'r snons1b111ty "better things", "earned", "rodemption". Aind wh.t
rrought 2bout his rcform? 1, »rlvlp told him that he could be religious without thin
ing; 2. He went to work; 3. He got marricd. ' '
He found the question of the historical character of the Gospels "af small moment;" hi:
mind was made up thit Ged was "unknown and unknowable," and there he let the matter ro:

Yas he in good fuith? Pere Hahn, S.J., who listened to his class lecturcs for scverul
months, s2id to him: "I have nover head you mention cvolutien (inclass), while in yoouw
Public lectures cverywherce you openly proclainm yourself an eV¢lutignist. His reply ..~
astounding: - "Here in my toaching classes I have time to put the facts fully bofore -
‘trained audience. In my public icctures I am obliged te pass rapidly over the facts,
1nd I put forward my porsonal conviections; and it is for this that poeple come to huor
me, " They carmc te hear his opinions which he could not sustuin with facts before a
frained audicnce. TWorsc than that: hc made sport of the way in which ko wrecked the

‘faith of his half-baked audiences. In a letter he writes: "My workingmen stick to o
wonderfully, the house being fuller than ever last night. By noxt Friday evening the;
will all be convinced that they are monkeys." And again: ™I went in for the entirs

inimal more s trongly in fact than they have reported me. I told Shem in se many word:
that I .entertainced no doubt of the srigin of mun from the same stock as the apes. % i
fo my great dclight, in saintly ¥dinburgh itself, the announcemcnt ot with nothing o
applause,” ) ‘

after u lecture gn the Nervous System, a ludy usked ﬂuxluy to chl
"I did not quite gathor whether whut yo
." Facts are not ncccssary with

On one occasion,
Just onc point Whlcn she had net understood:
culled the cerebellum is inside thu skull or cutside

such %udlences. ‘
Prﬂyurs.

v by his lathur‘ .illness.  Deon Baldwin's granduw U

 Vi¢iYaﬁm1n WS called home yester
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such 2 consideration has not entered my head. No, I can tell you exactly what has bo.n



