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''That Price the l:Io<lern Boy? II. 

1. Sophistication. 

The small boy yearns f~r the time when he will be able to wear long pants and impre:~ 
the vrorld. One of the cutest wise cracks of four-year-old Cutie that fond papa pe· 
lbout the office is his 11 I 1 m a big man now. 11 It is not long before bigness comes t;· · 
JO measured by badness, and the world is right there to teach hi1:i. all the tricks. 
first cigarette, the first chew, the first pair of dice, the first dirty joke -~ t · 
are landmarks in the progress of the little devil. If so be there are factory ho.n .. 
or high school girls in the vicinity, he can gather·choice applause for his precoci 
•1rofani ty. · 

.i.'he,. rapid multiplication of' means ef communication place .rnrldly ·,,,risdom within his .. 
10ry readily, and as he ascends the ladder of sophisticfation, he blah-:blahs very gL 
'f vice; and when he reaches college, from Podunk or from Harlem, he is the complct'.· 
jollege. And it 1 s all so silly.. He wants to impress his seniors, and he nerely nv,_ 
~'imself a mark for their pity. He misses all the real joy of life, because that un:l 
r;n.dually. He makes his real hit only with the goofs, male n.nd female. 

A wholesome, simple boy from. a sound Catholic family in a sm.all tovm; dropped this r .. 

of philosophy one night over in ?fashington Hall (this was a fow years il.Dack, before _r-·~~
Carey beat Balaban and Katz to the first. runs): 11 I feel sorry for these :ooys fro::1 .;
city. They 1 ve seen all these pictures; and they 1vo seen so much and kno<m so Emch -
they can't enjoy anything. I gat a big kick out of those pictures. At hor.io vr0 onl;,r 
had ~hows once a we ck, and papa wouldn 1 t let us ;;o r.mch then. 11 

{~n overdose of sophistication makes educ:i.. tion impossible. Once a nan be com.es vmdd._,c; 
to the idea of precocious smartness, he closes his nind to the lore that backs up 
coal wisdom. Most of our stupid book reviewers in the populo.r r.w..gazines are sophis·· 0 .-· 

cates -- garr.ulous enough; but dUI!lb. Count tho nI 1 s ti in one of Fanny Butcher's ph-
titudes, for example: 11 1 thinkj11 11 it is my opinion, 11 11 to r.iy mind, 11 and so on ad 
inf. One H. Broun turned a pretty phrase in baseball wr ito-ups, so tho m.anagirig edi-t 
put him on the music beat to pep up that department; and then he turned his ignciranc 
to literature. 

men the history of this period is written, a hundred you.rs fro1:i now, how r:iany of i~;, 
sephisticates will be knmm by name? Their clamor is so loud noYi th,lt one -,vould su · 
:.1oct we have no scholars •. While the goofs renain in tho majority, the sophisticatus 
ho.ve a glorious time, but time makes faint the clamor, 0.nd conr.ion sense endl,lres. ,. 
tho meantime, if you have thought -:,<rell of sophistication, hide your high brow mttgaz:· 
soiJ..l your lips for a month, [md road in the Book of Tiisdo!!l what thought lasts. 

2. Mental Inertia. 

ninability to draw· an inforence 11 is put down by Professor lileikeljo{.l:n as one of the; 
'.:l.cteristics of the sophom('}re nind; and anyone who has tried to teu.ch soph01:ioros_, wh:> 
therein the first_, second, third, fourth, .or fifty year of college, will understand. 
·:1hat he 'means. Common sense, or good judgment, which neans tho ability te drmv a. 
sound, Wl'lrkable conclusion from facts in hand, is tho rare jewel tho world is seekiL 
for executive p'!lsitions. Do college non think? Tako a fundancntal exal'lplo. ·Five 4 :.r 

this year the campus has been visited by rathi:ff sudd0n de'..1.th. ~~i.ch tine nultitudos 
of strange faces have appeared at the Cor.u:mnion rail, only to disappear again withi:. 
'l fow days to await the next shock. If a Catholic young man c•.mnot think rationall:,· 
on the fundamental matter of his soul's salvation without death staring hin in the~ 
there is small danger of his o xerting his ·intelligence on less inportant na.tters •: 
Thinking requires the deopcst courage; cowo.rds dare not think. 
Prayers: .. JOhn Muldoon' s father has been anointed, and Frank Hagenbarth Is mother is. 


