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What Price the kodern Boy? III,

3. Lack of Discriminétion.»

'He believes anything you tell'him, provided it's not so." The great awakening (Wh
ever comes to so many of our boys) is the discovery of the fact that people tell 1%
:n books; that people can get publishers more guickly for error than for truth; tha~
“the Bookman has a reason for praising Geo. H. Doran books, that Harpers and Scrlbn= :
qave. the seme reason for praising the multitudinous output of their respective put-
“ishing houses; that author+critics have a way of printing nice notices about one z.-
1 the principle that "you scrateh my back and I'1l scratch yours;" that press agent.
hwve become a part of our national economy; that advertisers have much to say about
.mat is said in reviews; that the erstwhile book notices in the Scholastic parallelli:
sery closely the obituary notices on the jackets of the books reviewed; that literary
ricism of the honest variety is very much of a lost art today. ' '

Jun the college man weigh facts? Not until he knocks off the shackles of the press
«nont's canned eulogy, not until he learns to look behind an opinion for the proofs
that support it, not until he lays aside pa551on pride, prejudice and the other bfb1
uers that narrow his vision to the things he finds it desirable to believe. Not unv:!
he cultivates the power of observation and can really arrive at facts; not until he
iearns patiencé to wait for facts and restrains his instinct to. jump at conclusions.
Pick up any set of English papers, go through any group of senior theses, then look
over the sources used and you will find that very few college men WElgh facts, whethb

they are capable or not eof d01ng SO.-

s

And when the 1nqu1r1ng.m1nd does develbp, it is prone to go to the extreme of questic -
ing what is beyond quéstion: The United States: Supreme Court was established to sew:

" certain matters, and when it speaks within its proper field, the matter is settled;
vet in every college you will find young goofs who question the decisions of the

- Supreme Court. -Our Lord told the Apestles. that He would be with them all days, even
_to the censummation of the world, that the Holy Ghost wéuld give them what they were

. to say, that those who b:lieved them not would be condemned, and that whatever they

 bound on earth would be bound in heaven; yet you will find braadnlnded young men

. using whit they think is a power of dlscrlmlnatlon to choose what to believe and Whut
%o reject in the doctrlnes and d1301p11ne of the Church. g

UVPry student of average mentallty has a bbglnnlng of discernment which he can develo

if he will., "Preve it" is a prompt challenge in meaningless discussions in rooms; ur-
often enough the proof offered is the unsupported statement of some self- constltutgd o
authority. But the challenge comes usually not from the Inquiring Mind, but from i/
‘prajudice or passion, .or from the obiguitous spirit of Razz, The form is there, howr-
&ver, if not the spirit, and if the student will transfer the fermula to the printed
page he can werk tewards discrimination. True discernment is a difficult goal, never
theless, for it implies deep learning and dispassionate reasoning when it comes throu .
schooling; it calls for many bruises when it comes through experience; it requires
‘humility and simplicity, two difficult'virtues, when it comes throuzgh holiness.

The extent of the average hu-flapper's dlscrlmlnatlon is, when his sugar tells him tb

He's wonderful, he knows she's got some ‘bean; and Nhen she tells him he's conceited.

ke knows she's an awful egg.

- May Devotlons Tonlght - Novena Temorrow - Prayers.

) L
the May Devotions begin tonlght at. 7:30, with a sermon by . Fathur Carroll. Temorrow
nerning the Novena for Mothers' Day starts. -- Go to confession tonight. -- The cur
~Tor the Spiritual Bouquet will be seld b7. the agents fer the Bengal u1331on the pro-.
céeds' to ge to the Sisters™: Chapel to be constructed in the Garo Mission, == Louis
T)ol<zal's mather is very low, Robert Eggemen's grandmothur, Father Healey's. aunt, oo

ubcrt Hurley’s mothgr dled Wednesdaj. ueorge rallner's sister is very sick.



