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7hat Price.the Modern Boy? - XII,

2. Untutare& Educatprs.

2

For g nation of time-savers ‘and efficiency experts we are the greatest wastrels-
.1n;the world, and in no part ef our national life is this more apparent than in our
Veducatlonal system - Wlth the pnss1ble exceptlon of the United States Senate.

Qur waste éf tlme 1n educatlon arises prlnclpally from the fact that we are smug. .
The ‘American system of state education came inte being without Furopean traditions
“behmnd it; its founders and p igal backers were bumptious enough to believe that
it was ‘better than anything E 7g ean could be because it was made in America; it .
stumbled along fir HOTS t é century in a Nasteful because lstharglc and

lty, the academy and the prlmary hool. The result is that at twenty+~one
‘are about two years behind the normal students ef other countries in
evelspment. And tradltlon was dlScarded partly, lf not malnly, because it

uThe average Amcrlcan boy of fourteen 1s morc or less ready to begin Algebra, while
g y “d Geqmetry.' The average American

- The ave-r_aég—Snuth
had muchntraining ih x, y and 2" in Arlthmetlc he has been
ed very h@raughly in abstract theory the American boy has worked book-fulls
’. catterlng efferts “to "find the answer .in the book" and is as innocent
as ‘he-'is &f the rlddle of %ha.Sphlnx. For some fifteen years, when

is kept as far as pessible from using thinking and
The forelgn “ohild.-is held strictly to business; it is taken
‘.';give him‘a mind and. expects him te-use it. . Socially, of course,
Tha Seventh Grade doesn't have a:.Jusier: Prom.

%wus-that th& Americin chlld's mlnd developa m@ra slawxy, that by -its. constl-
reschesmeturity tws years later than the Latin mind, and that its gﬂﬁwth
,m,_enily-morems -glid-and its f ruit mere sound?’ We have the assertion, but

ne.proof, And that thswassertlgnrls no longer- accepted wheleheartedly we. ~
f in. the varlous squlrmlng attenpts to avoxd.repetltlons in hlstory and
urses taken by the hlgh scheols from the colleges.-- : .

iy 5 the functlon of the Unlver31ty? The function of the Catholic university
n%ﬂ findiadmirably stated by Cardinal Wewman in his Ides ef-a University (see the
E91*3181 yneatalague)s Can the state university take moncy from the tax~pa¥ers

§§§ cultural education? Dr. Henry Suzzalo, Pres1dent of the University af- Jashlngton-r
'tt}e, ong ef ‘the foremost secular educators of the country, says that it cannct;.
its funckicn must of necessity be a purely ecenomic one, that it must- -give a

neial: return to thé tax~payers, that the imparting of culture belongs by right

‘n«ne prlvate unlver31tles. Less outspokPn educators have acted on this: principle
knaut engnclatlngflt. Yet the state- unlver51t1es are making strong efforts to




