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“hat Srice the ilodern Bey? XIV..

4, Dishonest St;febmen.

The werd "statesmen" is used here in the broad ‘sense so cemman in camnalgn lit-
erature and oratory; perhaps a better term for this broad class would be '"peer-
less statesmen;" they are better known under this wmblguous title.

Dishonesty pervades our Civic_lifea “hile it 1is perfectly true that this condi-
tion is by no means the monopoly of the United States, the fact that the guilt is
shared by others, and that perhaps others are more guilty than wed, dces not take
avay the stain or lessen its effect on our social 1ife. Dishonesty is infectious,
and the higher the-source the deeper the infection, :

The - League ‘between polltlcs and crime is so familiar to us thit we seem to take it
for grxnted At present we are witnessing an expose of almost unbelievable cor-
ruption in the state of Illinois; and indictments of sheriffs, mayers, judges and
gven- gevernors of states are getting common enough to Dbe pushed te the inside
puges of sensational newspapners:

libre deep=rooted and mcre devastating in its effects is the thseory of representa-
tive ghvernment fnllowed so much in practice today that makes the legislator obey
not the voice of his conscience but the voice of the unscrupulous lobbyi “That-
ever contrAversy there may bs about the existence of such a thing as a purely penci
law, it is certain that the State has the right to make laws binding in conscience
if 1V chooses to exercise that right; and if any law in this country binds in ‘
Aonscience it is the fundumental law »f the Constituticn. And if the senators
who voted for the Jlghfepnth Amendment did not intend to bind themselves in con-
cience . to its observance; they were guilty of trifling with the most sacred
guardian of our rights. mhe modern boy has much example to muke him dishonest.

‘)

5: Devilish inventiqns;

An old Irish pastor wno imew much of the ways nf the worid, and who recently laid
«side a body worn out with lsbnrs of l>ve for his people, used tn say (God rest

his soul!): "Pick up the paper on Monday morning and what do you find? Drunkennes .

murders, suicides and adulteries.  And wh«t does it?: The automobile The pecple
neron't grin' to hell fast enough, so the devil invented the uutomoblTe and

scllne and Prestolite to send tnem there faster. And the telephone is 1ts twin
“lotbr .

i kindly nld 1ﬂventor'who ‘had conceived his mission in 11fe to be one of benefit
+o civilization expressed regret during the 7ar that he had ever nmade =2 single
invention. He found the things that he had given the world for the preservation
~f humanity had been turned fo ;ts destruction. T

If modern inventions have uOﬂLflqued to the destruction of human life on a greater
scale than ever bbfore hON much more have they contributed to the loss of souls!
Take the ex&mples of -ld Father Dan, quoted above: how much has the automobile of-
fered to the pessibilities of sin and crime? Have Jod =nd humanlty received more
service than the devil has from the ever-present Fllvver?
uod gave us the sun, tne elrth water, flowers, trees, birds, animals, all the
‘ces of nature. They are as they came from the hand of Ged. Ian has worked
JTP nature :nd has wrought wonders that are constantly groxlng more wondsrful,
At man seems teo be bllnaed by achlevempnt and his success is turned %o his con-
urion. Industrialism hus given us wanderful material nrosperity, but souls are
.irder to save than they were in the days of the cottaze 1ndubtrles.
‘R;fERS: James Brady's father died suddenly- vcstbrday.,




