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THat Brlce the lindern Bey? XV.

6. Crroked Amusements,

"hat is there ton de but dance?" This is the universal and crushing retert of the
budding apnstates whe insist that the Fert Tayne ulocese is 4ll wrong about Sgturds
and Sunday dancing It 1s a pitiable confession of mediocrity. It is quite true
that if dancing is all a fellow can do he is in a bad way for amusement on Saturdar
snd Sunday evenin:sy 7 But if his stunted inteiligence and jaded nerves can find n-
nther relaxstion than in the jerk and sway of the mcodern aance, what in the nanme
sf the«Seven Sleepers of Ephesus is he doing in college -- particulurly'at Neotre e

modern smusements are the product of . crooked minds, Their inventers und producers
are, like the rest of the weivld, bent sn making meney. They know that God endowed
human  nitufe with strong Lppefltes which serve, geverned by reason, for the preser
vution Af the individual and »f the race. These producers know, moreover, that the
aroeﬁités become hard masters when they are not held in check, that they will suck
blood far satiution when reason steps down and lets them have full sway.- They know
that the mbére the beastly appetites are aroused, the more money their possessors
will pay for their satisfaction. The formila is a good one; it morks.

" "hat has happened tec the theatre? Fifteen years ago there were tNO thedtres in
South Bend, the Oliver and the Auditmrium, with full-season bllls of fine, clean
shews. lhere was a good run ef drana; ;w1th a sprinkling Af meladrama, a b1+ af
Shukespeare, an Irish singer or tws; four or five pnlice plays #f the Jimmy Valenc:
iype; and half a dozen musical Dhows that were clean, if not partlcularly elevatiay
A papular. play could run three ér four performxnces in South Bend with its 50, OCO
vepulatien:

Tre nickeledeorn brouﬁht chanves. Penple who could have been elevated by a drama

at t!@ bits for a gallery seit rusned with their nickels to be thrilled by the new
lrventlon. Degradation cime quickly; for it was found that daring things brought
uproarious apulause from the darkened house. Then the theatre found thit it could:
be just as daring as the movie, that mediocre talent could make bi: money by being
dirty. An exeitted populace ran from cne dirty shaw to ahotner censorshlp blurbs
were found teo be the best advertising; Shuberts played to packed hauses -- for thre
‘ménths, or until all the evil-minded peuple in New York, resident and transient,
~had seen the show, Avery Hopgood made a fortune while scarce out ef college; =ll

v'__the budulng talent follewed his lead of coining 1lcentlousness inte dollurs. The

groducers have all fxllon in line,

Tris is the theatre of the modern boy; this, even more than literature, gives him
" his philesophy of life, He may have ouxlmSuf conscience when alone in his room

?{7 he reads a bad book; in the theatre he finds the werld aphlauding what his mother
7 t0ld him was not so much as to be mentioned among Christians, ‘Perhaps you can't

blume him sm much if he can't anpreciate an art gallery or a classical recital or

‘2 decent book, if he feels that idexls are Victorian and outrageously out-of- drto,
if he bolleves that every woman is at heart a wanton; that's all he's ever learned
from the apolluse in the theatrs,

The dance hall and tho cabaret take up where the theatre loxves off., With degrudec

principles established, it is easy to turn such .simple things as eating and danci -

_ints orooked amusemsnts. One is no smart unless he is a personal friend of the
head waiter at all the five-dollur-cover- charge roadhouses and is broadminded enc
to travel them w1th s divorced woman on his arm, Call these things amusement 1if
you like; they are crooked amusements because they hold out a hopn ef something
“hey can't give. Sin can never satisfy the soul. ° :

4RAYERS: - Tem Farrell asks priy :rs for his uncle who dled yostorday.



