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Silas Ballsu.

Teday is the feast of All Saints, and it is a preper day to talk about Silas Ballou.
At ¥ass yesterday you heard about his death, which ococurea Friday. Not so many of
yeu xnew him, because he was not the sort of fellow who would push his way into the
cemrany of the great ¢r near-great and shine in their reflected glory. But he had
a teautiful soul and a strung courage, and he fought one of the gamest battles that
a Lotre Dame man ever fought,

came here first in 1942, His mother was a widsw, not overly blessed with the
zocds of this world, but she was willing to struagle with him to give him a college
aducation. Eé'workeu hard at his classes and at his religicn, and made zood pro-
gress at both. The year brought its tragedy, hcwever, and in the nmidst of his work

%

ge was forced to leave his books and go back to the specialist whe had already removed

the traces of a cancer frem his eye.

Je nud hopes of returning to school the next fall, but between long treatments and
hospital bills he found himself unable to carry Qut his wishss., 1t was then that
he rote the letter in which he asked the students to pray for a bey wae longed o
crm2 back to HBotre Dame so that he cculd practice his relizicn as he hud learned it
ners, saying that he found it hard to do this at times in the world,

Tww years passed before he found the faintest hope of realizing his ambitions. He
asrz back tc Hobtre Dame last fall with a few dollars in his pocket -~ whatever the
amcunt was it was only & pitbance -- and announced his intention of trying once more,

ﬂmgﬁztal bills for himself and his mother had made it impessible for him to lay by

a fund for his educaticon. His faith and his courage found the means for contlnulng

hiz classes, znd he made his sturt again, knowing full well that the disease wus in

his system, =2nd thut he might never live to enjcy the fruits of his ccilege education.

The beginning »f the end came in May. de r1.ceived cleur evidsnce at that time that
wie disease was reuchin; its final munifestations, znd he withdrew with 4 cheerful re-
quest for w remenmbrancs in the prayers of his schoolmates. a terse telegrun an-
ncuncing his death is s only werd received thus fur, but since the scurce of his
currage and munliness was devetion to the Holy Zucharist, ws know that he has found
newze with God. We must rémember him in our prayers, and we need to ask God to give
ug =he light %nat was his so that wo muy visew our little treubles und weigh our
phinrs of imperbance in his scule.

John Hpur,

Anc ther btragedy, und w deep one, rouched the carris yesterdsy, when John Fgan, of
Ly mo Hall, broike w lep in an interhall sume. ins break 1o proncuncecthine worst one
thu* has coms to atienbtion of the doctors in Scuth dend, :rd John is fer from being
surs of his 1ife, OSupsrbuama prit has marked hic eonduet in this acelaent, and 1Y
o osppreclats orit, we 4iotre  Dure man docs, you will work hard Wlﬁm him for

hio life. Ho knows the value orf daily Corpwninn, od he iz ~ounbling .o your pruyers.
Ne o ~enth o dicwrpoint him,

L)r‘ lﬂyf‘ .P w &

Provk nd Jumes O'Tocle recoived word yusterday of the doatn of thelr fothor ol his
worrsoin Bun Diepo, California.  Plewase remember hin in your visits for the Yonr
Memlo fﬁduy and bomorrow,  Anotheor student asko proayars for o friend wnn was injurud
ard anothor for o friend killed in wecidents Savurdwy.



