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The Vanderbilt-warlbmr@ugh Case.

"The Sophorores" come back with the first roasonable rejusst for informmutien on the nc
famous annulment cass. Ther no longsr ruestion the autherity of the Church ner accept
the criticisns of Rishep ilanning wnd the rust; they want information for their non-Cat
olic friends who wiil gquestion then on the mattor during the holidays, In spite of th
fact that thoy assert their inability o compreh&nd the statenent of Bishop Dunn, the

Religious Bullotin will attompt to bring the discussion down to thon.

A contract is by its nature an act of freu will. Cocrcion linits free will, Civil
statutos 4s % 11 «8 Cunon Law deternmins the dugrees to which cocrelon vitiatoes the
froc consint rthlrud in c~ntracts; scme coorcisn makes contructs vold, some nakes the
rogscinaible, Canon Law roquires the fullest consent for the narriagoe cantrao%.

Cainon Law ind statute law alse dotornin: othor c-nditiems for eontracts which are 4o
ave logally binding forec. For the narringe o-niract both Stute wnd Church require
the prosonces of conpetont witnessos,

vad ‘nee breught befor:, the Hitrimeni:l court «f ths discose of Southwrk, in dngl.nd,
and bufore the Holy Kemrn Pribunal of the Rota shrwnd beyond w doubt thut hnun.bonauul
Vindervilt sntored @ marriage eontract with the Duke of Mirlborough hor conscnt was
fareasd by the threut of hor mothor thit sh: would kill donsuslo's othor suitor if she
did not give hin up :nd narry thz Duks. On thiz svideneo thit Consuclofs will wis nat
frus, any court in the world would wanul the nerriago.

The fet thit Crnsucle nd the Duke lived togoeth.r for wie nty~fivm years nakes no dif-

sronec in ennscizncs. If the meorrige did net £.ke pleor chen Consuelo gove hor
forezd erns.nt bofors the Eniseopilian —iinistor, whon did 1t b ke placo? Thﬁ Lass
provides th .t eonsont to » .rrige nuet ve given bafors conpetunt sitnosscs -- o Justic«
nf tho powes or « =inister .nd tue ~thsr witnossus.  The Chelic Church roengnizes
this provisim ~f ths civil 14 wnd deelwros that sinee thore w.s ne n.rring. when thay
appcired bafore the ministur, thore w.s no mnrrige b 1l is thit clear?

The Chureh decidsd the ntt.r in conscisne., with no rug.rd fHr the civil offuets of
the suppnssd norrisgse, whieh it loswes o the 8% %o, The p.rtiuvs involved nppewlod

t~ tho C.thelic Church beec.uso Cnsusls his, sinesr her divores fron tho Duku, sontruet
2 civil morrige <ith o Cutholic Fronenmaon, whe parently wnts his morriag ¢ purfornsd
by the Chureh. The Church, f c-urss, hdas jurisiietisn in .ny n.ttor 51 G”nﬁdluﬁﬂw,
for Christ .wo to Her the full power ~f binding ol loosing.

Bishop Minning's howbod shond h.s twe funny wepoets: Lo The gun~totur inv.lved, Uon-
suolats mothor, <he is nows ars, OWH.P, selnnt, o4 quits s.ssy  1th the Bighop « yu.r
or twe o whom she roturnst to him . 1:dter in  nieh ho .sked for tunds for the C.th-
cdr 1 ef 3t. John th. Divin., -xpl.inin- th .t cho diu s0 pocouss hs hul cxeommunic.tuu
hor w8 U oivorc ¢ poursen sem, tim borore; 2. A famous bub forgotton cuse X nnulmont
in Bishop Il.nnang's ecrurch k.o just +.on rosurr atoed wy ths naisppors -- i ey in
shich ths Daphtor of Rishep thtiquhn wis frosi to merry nethor nan (she Jid net
murry the party nf the third pat, but she dl. Loser join fortun.s with . minist.r of
her £ othor's denemin tiond. It iil be rom ombored shot dichop Littlejohn offilci-ted
et the <lluped happy unien ~ff Vonsusle sl the Tuko.

ho tet .l cost of the Vanderbilt wnulmmt wis 8403 for the poor the work is free,

Proayoeri.

" 1tor W. Smith .cks pryors for his sistur, o inv o lid, .nd Andy oleigh for his pgraae.
£ thor, he is culte 111, Three gpuni.l intuntiens ary r;cnmm;ndud.



