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The College Enigma: The Sophomore*
(koprinted by Request^

uThe sophomore is  our le a s t  responsible s tuden t, The enthusiasm and the d o c i l i ty ,  per­
haps, o f * the freshman year has somewhat lessened. The end of the college course is  
s t i l l  th ree  years away. The goal towards which i t  leads is fa r  and in d is t in c t .  The
sophomore is  now under p r e s s u r e .n —- Alexander Muikeljohn, former President of Amherst

/  >

■ *

Th-ia h c a r t  less educator, who wa s canned by the board of tru s tees  for ins is  t  ing upon 
qdu^atazig his- students,-proposes t h i s . t e s t  fo r  the  sophomore:

1 * Can ho and does ho read books?
("In books is  gathered up tho culture and knowledge of the race. A boy who 

has not lc irncd  to go to  them, to  live in thorn, to undorst md th o ir  moan­
ing s , is  not, in mothod a t  le a s t ,  upon tho groat highroad of education. '*)

32. Can ho oxpro s s h i s own thoughts in wr i t  ing? ^
(Look over your l a s t  English marks.)

8. Can ho speak c lear ly  and accurately?
(Ask him for a d e f in it io n * )

4+ Gan lie l is te n  to and understand another * s specch?
(Got h is  f^ c lish  qu;stlone * Read h is  l e t t e r s  to. the B u lle tin* )

5 * he ci senso of f a c t , d is tingu ish ing  from fac ts  the mero suggestilus which
arc not yet ostabliehod?
(Seventy por cont o f any fa c t  is  su ff  ic len t -  - and s ix ty  per cent i f  the pro-

fo sso r  i s  broad-minded*)

(3 * Can ho dor ive an implic a t ion, draw an in ference, md see what im p lic it ions and 
infcronces do not follow?
(Ho draws plenty of f  aver"tblo inferences *)

7 * Has ho .4, sonsu o f  values by v/hioh to foe 1, to  approc in to , to rvoognizo the  
th ings worth whilo from thoso not worthy of our choosing?

Has he a sons e of values ? The a axophone i s  his. art i s t i o  oxpro sis ion; his groat fear is  
th a t  somoono w il l  discover th  at h is  mother is  u 1 uly. As long as the coarsonoss com­
plex la s ts  there is  no hope of an educ i t  ion * Tho sophonorp sw agger i s  bullo t-p ro  o f , 
bom^-proof, ra in-proof and foo l-p roo f. The f l ip p e r  confirms him in h is  madness* Ho 
f a l l s  hard for the profane cock ta il mixer and t r i e s  to  outdo her in coarseness. 8omu 
people arc born sophomores; some remain sophomores a ll  thoir l iv o s .

Tho usual euro for the curablo sophomore is  f a l l in g  in  love with a re a l  g i r l  — one i/ho 
w i l l  stand fo r no nonsense* The Catholic Church o ffers  i deeper, a more n d ic u l  cure, 
but i t  takes brains te  ipprociito  it*  Tho Catholic Church s t i r s  the soul to s p i r i tu a l  
apprec ia tion , to  a knowledge of God — tho bounty of God in Himself, and tho beauty of 
God in  creation* Tho C itholic  Church is  tho mother of a r t ,  tho mother o f  music, of 
p o in tin g , of acu lp tu r), of r t i c t i c  expression in poetry, in o ra to ry , in every form rf 
l i t e r a tu r e .  Her culture broods u rban ity , sweetness, strength , generosity, mildness, 
courage, sympathy, prudonoo, c h i r i ty ,  pu rity , undying love.

Tho Novona fo r  Christmas.

I f  you s t i r t  th is  Novon-'. ten  r r  i t  w ill  ond on 8-.turd.iy, Dooeribor 18. Tho s p i r i tu a l  
bouquet o irds nro on sale in  the h u lls  for tho b enefit of tho Sorin chapel, — In you. 
Miwom romonbor do or go Frmois Bmoy1 s f  ithor, who tliod t few <Uya tgo • throo s ick  r c l  
t iv o s  of s tuden ts; five special in ten tio n s ; throo thanksgivings.


