L S
Religious Bulletin
December 11, 1328,

nereis The Hiteh?

. P

There is something radically wrong with +the spiritual life of the student body this
year -=- something completely out of harmony with nerinal expectations. Notre Darme has
a definite religious provranm which has been worked ocut wsith infinite pains te suit the
needs of the prssent nomsnt -- t5 give younz men an apprecistion of the state of grace
as the working basis of iwrit ror heaven und sf the Sacruments as the ruvfuge from a
world of sin ~-- and Notre Dame has definite aspirations for the youn; men who coue
here. These aspirations have net .ith o streng rebuff this yeur,

1t is not that the normal incrense in the numbor of Holy Corzmnions has not taken place.
Through these three months an average increase of 135 u day his been nmintained very
ovenly., The gain has boen nude through the week, however, ind not on Sundiys and

First Fridays, You can notice this clearly on the graph in the busenont chapel, The
varicus hall chapels have passcd through stages of forvor ind desolition nmuch as last
year. hy have Sunday Cormamunions falled off? And why have 300 students failed to
receive the Sacruments this year? |

Perhips the Saturdiy :nd Sunday duneing law has hed something to do with the nmatter.
At this time last yeur the impression was current thit the law was no longer active;
it wis at Christnais time that it bucune known that the Bishop wished it enforeced as
long us it was on ths statutes. It muy be that therv is enough weak faith parked
about the schecl this yuar for it to make 4 difference; that i1s, there¢ nay be enough
baptized Catholics here who profer the wrms of « dishwasher to the arms of kother
Church really to account for tho loss of weokly csrmunicants. If this is o faect, it
is well to know it, to stop regrets; the loss of such woeful weaklings is a guin, not
o less, to the Church (thouth it is 4 tragic loss teo the individuils).

Take 1 look at Corby Hull., A gre .t nuisince tas stopped whon the back door was locked,
but the number of cormmunicnts his lossoned notably. Can 1t oe thit the extra sac-
rifice of walking all the w.y wround the church is too« uch for juniors and scniors?

or is the faict that the ciufuturis is in plain view from the front porch the sclution?
An snimal has no control cwer his wn petitics: if 4 dog is hungry wnd you show him a
bone ne can't rosist. Yo huve w strong uninal instinet. Is our aninul hungoer the ar-
biter of our .ctions, :nd not our spiritusnl hungor?

“hit sbout Morrissey? Since hilf of its students cro sophomores you expuct 4 gener-

ous slico of scphomoritis, but even this discase his its linitutions, .nd therc are
ususlly Iapses into sanity b regular intorvals. “fhy should so nany sophomores hold
out 11 £1117 .nd why shewld the preportion of Junipp b.ck-zliders be alnmost s grout
w5 trat of the sophomorcs? The ¢ afeturis tukos @ huavy toli of good resolutions from

1
worrissey Hall, but when confessions ure howrd in the hall chapel every night onc would
vxpaet the averara proportion of sood rosolutions to start ot nizht prayer and last
a2ll night onece in v while.

The dey-dnes?  The cise lroks hupuless, Two hundred and twenby-five students have
med use of the Sorin chupsl aeccomodtions; thros hundred snd sevonty-five haven't
loestsd the plees.  The l.rpest rumbor of Cormmunirns on =y <ne “unduy .t the students!
baoc in South -uind hes buen ene hundrod and £ifty. You will find hous. after housc
wher, not s osingly student hes roccdved tho Swerwwnts this .11, just s you will
find house wftor house whers overy student poos d.ily,

Have we ineurrud seme gr..t loss of greec] Have we oftondud iod in soms notuble Wy ?
urees 1oves the soul Yo rapentanes wnd te love of dod, thoupgk the soul can rusist;

but it scems r re thut oo nuny chould resist the xtornal prese of their onviremiont
and *he intornel graces wen for then by the priyers of their follow-studonts, ohere's
the: hitch?  Correspondunes on this question is selicited, Why have your fricnds
fail.d to come ~ecross?




