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The makings c f  a Herrv Chris tm as.

Y esterday 's Lasses were something of a s p i r i tu a l  bouquet fo r Christmas — p a r ticu la r ly  
the eight o 'c lock  Mass in town and the 8:30 uass a t  Notre Dame. They were the hap­
p ie s t  s p i r i tu a l  reunions held th i s  f a l l ,  and the P refect of Religion fee ls  in his hear 
th a t  he must thank those who made them so.

Pious souls are prone to be scandalised a t  the ra ther free  use of s t a t i s t i c s  of sp ir -  
i tu a l  happenings in vogue a t  N ttre Dame, When they look not below the surface they 
soe only a cc:m e rc ia l ia a t io n  of a very sacred th ing . Now the Bible uses s t a t i s t i c s  
qu ite  brazenly in  re fe rr in g  to sacred th ings, and the Bible is  a safe guide in pro­
per hands. The Bible t e l l s  u s , fo r instance, th a t  f iv e  thousand men were fed with 
f iv e  loaves and two f ish es ; la te r  on i t  t e l l s  us th a t  five  hundred d isc ip le s  of Christ 
sa t Him on one occasion in  Galilee a f te r  His resurrection* Those who remained f a i t h ­
fu l were rewarded with th is  s ig h t ,  and we conclude ra th e r  read ily  th a t  only ten per 
cent a t  most of these ?fho took p a r t  in the stupendous miracle th a t  foreshadowed Holy 
Communion remained f a i th f u l .

The Bible f . j l ls  us th a t on the n igh t of the Resurrection ton of the Apostles received 
Holy Communion from the hands of th e i r  r ise n  Saviour; i t  t e l l s  us th ^ t one of the Apos­
t l e s  was away, and th a t  when he returned ho confirmed himself in the sin o f  in f id e l i ty .  
I t  t e l l s  us a lso  th a t  a week la te r  th is  d isc ip le  was where he b donged,in company wit! 
the other ton , and t ^ t  on th is  occasion he received the grace o f re tu rn  to the f a i th  
he had re jec ted . Tn sc s t a t i s t i c s  (and ns end f f  others th a t  crowd the memory) are 
in no way d is resp ec tfu l to  the sacred things to which they are applied, and the Bullet! 
J i l l  continue to  follow the example mf the sacred w rite rs  w ith a prayer th a t  th is  use 
may always be good, and never vain or f r iv o lo u s .

Yesterday's Hasses give us some very in te re s tin g  s t a t i s t i c s .  By the look of the r e ­
fe c to r ie s ,  approximately fo r ty -e ig h t pvr cent o f  the students have already l e f t  fo r  
th e i r  vacations. The number of communicants a t  the Masses yesterday a t  Notre Dame 
was 64% of the number on the previous Sunday, and the number on the previous Sunday 
was larger than on any Sunday th is  year, with th. exception of Sept. 27, the end of 
the Freshman Mission. The number o f crm um can ts at the 8:00 Muss a t  S t. Joseph's 
was 74% of the previous Sunday's %ch Sunday was the record Sunday of tno year
for the Hasses in  town).

A favor is  now tsked of the -ff-campus studen ts . There were many a t  Holy Communion 
yesterday whose faces were quite unfam iliar. They w ill  do themselves and others a 
zcod tu rn  i f  they w il l  sign the re g is te r  of off-campus communicants today in  the Serin 
Hail chapel, under date o f December 19. Yesterday was a memorable day, and a record 
of i t  should co kept.

The number of Holy Communions th is  f a l l  w ill  be about 109,000, an average of approxi­
mately l lb t  a day. The average fo r  the f a l l  months l a s t  year was 1028 a day. I t  1,

I'.+f'.ris only one came bick to give thanks, and he a Samaritan. %  have much to be 
tha&kful fo r , and a l l  in a l l  we have the makings of a good Christmas*

f r ayura ,

John Bulf&R %%d John Roagor lo s t  th e i r  fa thers in the l a s t  two days; Jos. Morrissey of 
:<adin Hall %.sks prayers for his fa th e r  who is  i l l ,  and Jos* O'Bryan for his mother.
Francis Havol&ok's grandmother i s  no t eazwetod to  l iv e .  A specif 1 i n t e n t i o n  i s  
recommended for ^ t N r  RVrley.


