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ci a kerrvy Clristmas,

Testerday's .asses wer2 something or = cpiritmal bouguet for Christmas -- particularly
the weight o'clock Kass in tewn and the B:30 iinss a% Nntre Dame. They were the hap
niest spiritunl reunicns held this fall, and the rrefect of Religion feels in his hear
that he must thank those who made them so,
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Plous souls are nprene to be scandalized at the rather free use of statistics of spir-
itual happenings in vosue at Netre Dame., Yhen they look not below the surface they
see only a cemrercialization of a very sacred thing., dow the Bible uses statistics
quite brazenly in referring te sacred thkings, ana the Bible is a safe guide in pro-
ver hands. The Bible tells us, for instance, that five thousand men were fed with
five loaves and twe fishes; laubr on it tells us that five hundred disciples eof Christ
sat Him on one occasicn in Galilee af'ter Hdis resurrection. those wiho remained faith-
ful were rewarded with this sight, and w2 conclude rather readily that only ten per
cent at most of thuse who teok part in the stupendous mirscle that foreshadowed Holy
Communion remained faithful.

The Bible %slls us that on the night of the Resurraction ten of the Apostles received
Holy Cormunion frem the hands of thoir risen 3avicur; it tells us that one of the Apos-
tles was avay, and trat when he reburnsd he confirmed himself in the sin of infidelity,
It t:1ls us alse that u week later this disciple sms where he b dlonged,in company wit!
the othoir ten, and that on this ecccasion he ruceivsd the grace of redturn o the faith

76 had rejected. Thuse stutistics (and ng end ¢f eothers that crowd the memory) are
in no way disrcspsctful to the sucred thinzs fto which they arc applied, and the Bullet

¥ill continue to follow fhu gxample nf The sucroed writers with a pruyer that this use
may always be good, sand never vain or irmvolous.

Yesterduy's llusses give us some very interusting stutisties. By the look of the re-
fuctories, approximately forty-eighb pur cent ~f the students have slready luft for
their vacaticns., The numbor of communicants at tho lasses yssterday at Notre Dame
was 64% of +the nmumber on the pruvious 3unday, sand the nnmb@r en the previous Sunday
sas larger than on any Sunday this yoar, sitn th. exception of Seph. 27, the und of
the Froshman Hisslen. The number of communicants 4t the 8:00 luss at St. Joseph's
747 of +he pr@viﬁas Sunduay's {shich Sunday was the rucord Bunday of the year

L

rs
5.7
fer the linssss in town).

A favor is now «sked of the ~ff-campus students, Thore were many at Holy Communion
yusbtorduy nese fucos wors culte unfemiliar.  they will Jdo themselves and others a
seod turn i thoy will sipgn the rugistsr of off'-campus cormunicunts today in the Serain
Hull chmpel, under date of Dscembor 189, Yesborduy vas a memorsble day, and & record
of it should po kept,

Pho numbor of Holy Cummunions tnis rali will be sbout 109,000, an averape of approxi-
mately 1160 a doy.  The averase for the 401 morths last year wus 1026 o day. Lt is

from buimg one hundred por cont, tut it is 1100 better tuan nothing., Keturning to
Lhe Bible fer wu%hariﬁy ones mors we tind that 5 the Apostlos enly one was o completo
treitor, wnd snly ene wus prosunt at the foot of the Cress, e find that of ten
Lapurs mﬁ}y one aume baick bo mive thanke, and he o Sumaritan. e wwave much Lo be
tpoaraktful for, snd wli in all we have the mekings of a good Cliristmus,

Fravers,

John Rulfin and Jehn Feaper lost thuir tnshere in the lust two duys; Jos. Morrissey rf
wdin Hall asks prayers for his father who is ill, snd Jose 9'Bryan far his mother,
Francis Havaldck's prundmothir is not exvected te live. LA sprcirl intention is
recormended for ¥Wether Wrley, ;




