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Learn the Valie of friceless (ifts.

A pearl for a red bandana, a hank of zold for a looking glass, a tesk of ivory fer a
pocket knife, right spikenard and swect cinnamon for a ten-perny nuil, a treaty of sub
Jection for a bottle of rum, Every trader has known the value of trade goods in deal-
ing with darkened intellects. . . - 7 ; '

The devil is thé world's oldest trader. He offereu Aaam and Eve equality Hlth Gua »
for one act of obedience to him; he told them that they would know good and evil. He
#tept half his promise: they neow knew evil, but they inew good only darkly.

- The Bulletln remlnded you recently of +he sense of hurt you fel when some one for whom -
you have fancied beautiful ideals does something which you believe unworthy of hlm. It
‘means that you think more of him than he thinks of himself. Huny such hurts neke a *f;_
“cynic of one who has not strong faith and strong grace.' Only a special grace prevents . .
- the . prlest from chucklng his job when one after another of hls altar boys grows up
4o be a retter; his consolation in the one who beoomes a.prlest outWelghs his dis- - R
couragement over the Jall blrds. - ) N ' S
Baptismal innocence is a prlceless gift of God but it tdkes brains to realize the fact.”
St. John, in his descrlptlon of Heaven, gives +he first of honor in the heavenly pro—v».:"
cession to the virgins who acconpany the Spotless Lamb in .the company of angels.:
Most of us haven't the brains to appreciate this priceless gift, and we barter it 10r
“a bauble. The world 1auvhs at us for being innocent; then we throw away our innmcence
~and the devil laughs that we have been so - a'ulllble., Curiosity. ~tempts us; we . ‘eat of th&f”_.
forbldden fruit, and it turns bitter in our nmouth even ‘before ‘it reaches the -revelting &
stomach. _Vature revolts, consc1=nce accuses;'irlcndo ‘weep; enemies 1augh strangers
mistrust; Joy departs from the he sart, which is now given over to. fear, to remorse, to
'degectlon to despendencu, to b1t+erness. : - S

The avenues of disillusionment are. many, xnd one may travel any qf then or all of then.ﬁ
Happy the man whe knows this truth and acts wlselvruyon it. & man nmay be a thief but

not a robber; he may be an adulterer but not a drunksrd; he muy be a coward but not a
‘blasphemer; he nay miss Mass but not eat meat on Frlddy."ule is the nan who, though g
he has fallen, holds on to what innocence he has retained. Every vestige of 1nnocence o
_1s precious; lt reflects even though- brokenly, the full stature of the mqn. o

What vou glve up of lnnecence is baught back but deirly,'gnu then never so fully as ta
WlDe out all regrets. _iny man who has sinned knows how much easier the second sin is
~than the first, and how the flood. gates seer1 to open after the second or the third of=-
- fense., Any. man ‘who has struggle te throw off the tentucles of hablt shoulu have sense -
enough not to expose hlmself to more hablta and worse ones.

"'11 sin has a lure," said one student on hls cuesflonnqlre last yeqr. If some par-
ticular lure is drawing you on right now, see a priest before it is too late. Jrue. I
values are learned on the death-b ed; meditation on death may help you to see. them ow. .
See a priest and let him, who has seen sin through from start to finish, help you know S
the value of your innecence and the mtrungth of its enemies. - : :

Our Lady of~Lourdes. B

"I am the Immaculate Canception," was what the Vision at Lourdes answered: Bernadette:'
when she asked her for her name.. Tonorrow is the feast of Our dej of Lourdes. It -
is also the da 3 of the dJunior Pron. : ' R,

.. Prayers.



