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The Hercy of the Lurd Endureth Forever.'

Secular minds miss the significance of spiritual lessons, particularly ths lesson of
death; and since there is so much secular thought in the atmosphere we breathe, it

o

is well for us %o draw a spiritual lesson now and then from some event in Divine Prov-

idence, in erder to freshen our Citholic spirit.

Tup weeks ago a young man was instently killed in an automobile accident at an Baste
university. He was the eighth such victim at that school during this school year..
He happened to be a Catholic. .Some of his classmates brought the body home to his

rn’

 parents, a few platitudes were sdid, and the body was consigned to the grave amid bank
of flowers. There was no one to say that while this boy was taken suddenly he wus
rot unprepared to meet Godp there'was no one to tell his grief-stricken parents that
he was devoted to the Blessed Sacrament, fauithful to his religious’ duties, constant
“in his affection for the ifother of God, & good Catholic at school as well as at home.

' How different is the Christian view of death. Life is a trial to be endured, ankéxile ,f

’

~Well prepared!™ We feel the greatest sympathy for his pprents, who are le

The world said of him: "What a pity! A young man so full of promise, with such goo

prospects; he would have inherited a large fortune; he hed-a good home, and every-

thing that money could buy. What a gqueer world this ist" The world said thds, and

then passed on, It has already forgotten his existence. ' o
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from(thé true home of the soul. It is a battle to be fought, with an inestimable
prige for the winner, It holds nothing that can truly satisfy the craving of the
heart for happiness, yet its proper living holds the key to true and everlasting
happiness. There is one moment that is of supreme importance in it -- the moment: of
its close. If that moment is lived in the friendship of God, all is well, Promise

life an enemy of. God. -

Patriarch, priest, and prephet have preached this doctrine, but their words havg
fallen on deaf ears. Christ taught it in solemn words: "At what hour you know not,
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prospects, fortune, fame, family -- nqthing»matﬁeys‘forlete;n§ty if;gneng§§g§ frp?x¥‘_m‘;;%

the Son of Man shall come..... Watch ye therefore and pray;" "The Son of Man shall "
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come life a thief in the night;" "Lay up to yourselves treasures in heaven;" "What
can a'man give in exchange for his soul?" And the words of Christ are soon choked
by the cares and pleasures of the world. : _ S e
If.WG wbulq p?epare;for death, we must remember death, we must often reflect upon.it
But we are too silly for solemn thoughts. ¥We see and we hear and we heed the ways

of the'world: "Eat, drink, and be merry." A lission makes a profound impression -- -
- for-a week. A reverse brings us to our knees -- for 2 moment. A shameful falls

makes us hang our heads -- until the next temptation comés. The purple shrouds of
Lent and the ashes of repentance nake us good -~ for three days, ) :

.. Ohly death can make us mindful of.death. ‘When we stray too far from the end God has
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glven our existence, He in His Mercy brings us back to Himself, He must bring death

He'chooses those who' are so well prepared to go.

vweléon{t'SéF, "poor Bill; what a pity!" We say, "How I envy him his beautiful deathl!
: ‘ that I:would be s

If I could only be assured thut my death would ‘be as satisfactory,

but we know also +that God Who gave them their son can -console the@fin His own. way. o
e also miss him, but we thank CGod for the lesson his death has given us; we resolve
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3 :to_rlght whatever is wrong in our lives, that when our time comes we may alse be rea

And in our prayers for the repose of his soul and the consolation of his P?r?nts_we*

2 }Qarn‘@h¢ulésson‘of charitys, = . RN
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- Tor our sakes, to save us from our foolish selves, but He brings it so merclfql}y;f»”_.
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