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Jhﬂn Motre Dame op%ziﬁ Counts.

‘Your mother back home believes in you, 'suffeps for you, prays for you,- ‘builds all her

‘hepes en you, loves you as only a mother can love, A month ago today Bill MHitchell

- died, How much that meant to his parents is revealed 1n the follow1ng letter _whlch_”
- they have addressed to you: R

‘ ."To the Students of ‘the University of WNotre Dame: B o : )

"Most of his life, and particulerly after he entered Wotre Dane, all of our plans were
- built around eur son‘s future. Wot a move was made W1thout our cons1d°r1ng 1ts effect
on the llfe of our son in the days to come.' o '

"Then our Blll dled -~our only child, “The world stopped . Everything ended. 'Life
‘offered us nothlng. fe had lost Bill, God had been cruel.. There was no God. We
-had become weakllngs. Nothlng remeln“d but ‘black despalr. _ Tl s

'b,"Then came the Rellglous Bullefln of idarch 22nd As we rezd it the ilrst time we -
felt there was hope for us. We reud: it again and again. e roallzed we had been weak -
that ‘we had not proflted by our Catholic -training; most of “11 “we knew thut our Blll
:fghad been hlghly perllcged Wlth the graoe of a haopy aeath - snd our bltterness waj‘
j}fdlssolved ] L T

*5"Later when we- recelved word of +he spendld response on your part _and knew that you‘;Q_a
'Jwere'contlnulng to offer Holy Communions in- great numbers, that many lasses were to be :
- ~heard and said: for our son’ --.as well. as ‘for his. paronts~—- only the. 1rrcpre331ble tc :
 and mental angulsh at our “mental loss remained, and even that was tlnged with the oeau-.¢;
'vtlful thought ‘that our. beloved son hid 1lready been Admltted into the D1v1ne Presence. )

'"Our Blll is in Hbaven. We. know thit - ind as our ‘boy had to go we can thank God from
ff_ﬁhe bottom of our hearts that he had the comfort of attondance of the priests of Notre
~Dame, and thereby enjoyed the consolations of the Church of God during his 1ast hours

- on- earth. This mlght not have been poss1blo at aoother ool;ege. .

e w111 never fornet your klndnesses, your pr@yers tho countless Communlons offered '
by you before he died and after, the beautllul spirit Whlch actuated you in carlngff ) SRR
~ his mother during ‘thoze few triglc ‘days; and, although not rich in worldly: goods W Q“

S owill alwwys respond to any: appeel that will tond to advance WNotre Dame or her students
~and faculty,. and it shall never be suid that we, whenever opportunity . offered itse g iy
failed to. help you, elther oolleo+1VoLy or 1nd1v1dually, both splrltuilly and in’ a“,:;;o

,_earthly way. N RIS M 7 R R : ST DTN *a

»Slnoe ‘our boy'was cnrolled w1th you. hls whole belng brexthod the splrlt of Notre Dzme
=~ and enveloped us, We talked Notre Dame; even to the extent of borln% some - of our
ﬁfrlends we - fear; ‘We’followed the lthlbtlc act1v1tles eagerly, we rejoiced at your
'Vlctorles and felt for you when you lost - dll of thls whlle Blll was allve.;g ¥

'f”Tour Notre Dame splrlt WaS even more perfectLy demonstratod by you when ho was 1n—ff*
‘Jured durlng his- perlod of sufforlng and at his deato, and if poss1ble thut splrlt is
een stronger in ‘us than durlng tho llfe of our Blll and aurlng our whoie ilfe that
vuﬁplrlt w111 predomlnate. - : : -

a ! You have done much for us, ren’ of Notre Dame nords could never' eXPreSS our . gratltudu S

‘°for even a- fraction -of: your good deeds Jbut as long as No live- wo hlll pray for and

- Praise you and the wonderful school which has molded your 1lves dnd the llfe and.. deatk

‘fbf‘our belovod son Blll. May God bless you. R o
R L o _ ---Mr.'and Mrs, Jos., ,5@1tohell,"3




