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How Atheists Are Made.

n sx-seminarian wrote a best-seller last year. It was flippant, shallow, and mislead-
ing, just the sort of thing the public wants in non-fiction -- as the goofy publid® showec
It hlﬁh-hatted ‘the religion of his boyhood. And now he has written an autobiographical
book in which he tells how he lost his faith. "He reveals that he was an omniverous
reader in his adolescent days, and this resulted in religious doubts and finally loss
of faith. 'Hé pictures his relations with his self-sacrificing and kindly father, with.

“nis ambitious and patiently believing mother, with his brothers whose own careers were
‘sacrificed that he might have the preparation necessary for the priesthood," One scene
we transceribe: ‘ . ' o

"one night L had been rénding some of this heretical literature until a single stroke

of the clock aroused me into thc recalization that it wus time for sleep, My parents

n0d begged me not to read to so laté an hour; unconsciously they understood that theso

vooks were like a virus in my blood; but my greed for forbidden knowledge was stronger
‘i thrn their gentlo dlssua31on. My reading through at last, I knelt by my bed and began
L to nray. : ' : ' ' ’ -

"Dimly I saw my f vith sllnplng from me, saw myself standlng as if naked on some lone-
some shore, with the durkness falling sround me. I did not want to abandon my Church,
T .loved the fair crecd that had given me tho story of Jesus and the gentle face of tho
Virging I liked every priest I had met, and remembercd gratﬂfully the kindness of the
nuns I did not want to losc my father's respect or my mother's love. I b’gged God to
tell mé how to cnswer these boogs how to be strong ageinst this blasphemous’ poetry."

It is thoe oldest story in the world, In his pride he-disobeyed; he ate of the for-
bidden fruit and was cast out of paradise. Adam saved his soul by the grace of God,
through humility and hard work. Let us prny that thls poar fellow w111 do the SQmEe ,
tnd may we. proflt by his example! ,

-ﬂ ' T : - - Does It Last9

o Very frcqucntly the questlon is Asked about the trwlnlng of Notrc Dome men to devo-
tion to the Blossocd Sacrament, "Does it last?"  Therc has boen no su¥vey made of the
fruits of this training, but from eerywhoro reports como that people are cdified at
“the wey Notre Dame mon koop up frequent Communion out in the world. Not all of them
do it, of course, but the general average is more: th“n good. . From one school where
quite a.fow old Notre Dume students are guthorcd comes this letter- :

"Pather, you mlght be 1ntercstud in some of the facts concornlng religlon in those
parts. I Have never come in contact w1th 50° many ognostics (ex-Catholics imeluded)
in my 1life., And the gruduqtes of other Cathgllc collegcs marvel at the way our group
t receives regularly -- on a First Friday you sec overy Notre Dame man ot churchs It
shows quite plainly that we have gotton something thot ‘other schools haven't offered;.
o feathers in my hat, for I am still a bit wicked, but it would delight your heart

: to so¢ the woy the other Notrs Dame boys condict themsclves.

He might huVL added that qulto a fow of his fricnds managed to make daily Communion
durlng Lent last year, ond that on Saturdey nights one of his fricends -- who was
always somewhat of a monkey at Notre: Dame == pestcred overy follow in the nelghbor-
hood to. make up a crowd for conf9551on.
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- FRAYERS: E Three students ask praycrs for relatives who are underg01ng operations, ‘and
thruo for spoclql 1ntgntlons.. Chas. Riley asks prayers for a dgceased relative.



