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Be Yourself ThlS Year.

To the alumni, old students, nelghbors, frlends of the-famlly, and other guests from
the wide-open spaces-

Yes, this is Notre Dame -- the Notre Dwme of - 1927 -~ an unfoldlng and logical develop—
ment ef she Notre Deme of 1842. .This is the school whose foothall teems are so-popu-
lar; why, mothers hoclk their gewels and chlldren go supperless to bed to see these
teems in astion. This is the school that has put entrancing teams before the publlc
~almost ever since football was; wheéther with fourteen men or fourteen hundred on the
squad, Notre Dame teams have q]ways had somethlng nervy and llfe -size about them,

This is, alSO -the very mysterlous school that wrlteps guess about so much.. It is
prlnltlve, end the primitive always intrigues; it is old-fashioned, and the old-fash-
joned is quite likely to cause wondeyment; it is reactionary, and the reactlonary ex=’
cites the curiosity of the mob because it is unusual., And the school does not put
out o 'lot of dope about itself. It has its seerets, -nd it is quite content to let
the literary public guess at them. But today, for the edlfloatLon of its guests and
%he proieoilon of its studenhp, 1t w111 make public a secret. o1 twos ; :

This university is so prlmltlve that 1t belleves in God,-a personal God, in one Nature
and Three Divine Persoms -~ and it retains that primitive belief and acts on it in
-.splte -of the learned Doctors of Science and Doctors of Philosophy, "deans and sub-dean
(to quote a local authorxty,, psychlatrlsts and  gunmen Wht thlnk or act to the contrar .

Tt is so old fashioned thqt 1t still believes in the sacredness of womanhood and it
places the figure of a Weman, in the modest attire that becemes a Virgin and Mother,

on the highest pedestal it c¢an find. And it retoins the belief in the sacredness of
womanhdod in spite of all the novelists and lecturers, judges ond theatrical producers,
biologists and boulevard Jounds in the world -~ yes, in spite of women themselves who
- stalk forih to clalm for their sisters a right to debauch without regpon51b111t1es.

It is. reactlonary in that it still believes in God-glven authorlty, whether that author
ity be vested in parents, in teachers, in governors of States, or in the Viecar of Chezirs.
on earth. It will not admit that the children should run the home., that students

should boss their teachers, that citizens should defy the State or make thelr owh laws
Wlth guns,.that men sheuld moke their own rellglon.

wa when an 1nst1tutlon like thls 1avs sa far behind the popular procession, it is %ut
natural that is would have to use qonsiderable moral force at times to put by the help
of well-meaning but stupid people who would try te bring it up with the times., And
since its students come with such widely-divergent training, it is natural that it
should have a constant struggle to hold to old-fashioned principles. Its chief ally
in this struggle is its cloister, the cloister which you enter today. It is the hope
of this school that if - it can cloister & boy for four years from the ways of theé

Werld and can give him a demonstration of the-workability of its principles, it can.
send hlm out roady to pay his’ tribute to Caesar without losing his soul. :

Each year we - try to give the boys a principle to guide them and direct their efforts
this year it is the popular wise crack: "Be yourself,” The great god Bluff is re-
ceiving much incense in these days when embezzlement is canonized and home-wrecking
glorified. A very little study of human. nature shows that a great number of boys ond
a very much . greater number of glrls go wrong cach year because they want to appear
"more wicked than they really are. " And if our guests today will keep this little
motto in mind and simply "be themselves, they can visit our cloister without violating
it, and we will thank them from the bottom of our hearts for the edlfloatlon.they have
gzven us. :




