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The Team Wcm; The Fans .Lost. 

Now that you are more or less talked out on what happened last Saturday on Cartier 
Field it is well to go back to fund~:.m.entals to analyze the situation for our future 
benefit. lNe have to go back to fundamentals because Notre Dame football has behind 
it a spiritual force not common elsewhere. 

This seems to be about the situation: the team won and the fans lost. The fansj 
spoiled by perennial victories, asked for a margin bf four or five touchdowns against 
a team that plays great.football and outweighs our team about 600 pounds. The team 
won because it went against the o.dds of weight and weather rmd a heavy field, and 
played.a Minnesota game instead of a Notre Dame game, threw its opponendl;s back time 
and again when the goal vm.s almost theirs, held on the bvo.:Oyard line in appriived Notre 
Dume fc.shion, and wrote another chapter in the history of undying spiri tG 

Cold weather started in Minneapolis ;Last Monday, and the Minnesota team had thrE:e da;,': · 
of practice in fumble weather. We had our first cold snap Saturday. Luck was agains-'. 
us in v:reather, but in general our fumbles were not costly, so we had breaks there ... 
But. aside from.all the breaks, Minnesota played a g·ame that would have beaten any othr 
team in the country, and deserved at least the seven point's. 

vThy didn't Notre Dame get more than seven? There Is the story 'we want to talk about. 
So far as the. team went, those boys prepared as hard as they played.. They have been 
faithful to training, working ·hard, conscientiously, making many and difficult sacri
fices, talking football in their sleep •. · They prayed hard and long, they have been 
fa.i thful to :the So..craments; c.cnd in the·· triduum they made for the recovery of Frank 
Gallagher, they performed ll bec.utiful act of unselfish charity. And they offered 
every belt /and bruise they got for Frankl s improvement -- so you can safely say there 
was nothing wrong with the team.., 

Could t~ fans have brought them some breaks that could have been turned into points? 
Perha.:g .. s-_ There o.re certainly a few things tha.t were overlooked. For instance, 
there· are about r.t thousc,nd Cc:.tholic boys around the place who could have offered Holy· 
Communion for ·them on .l!'riday morning, and thirteen hundred wh<? could have done it on 
So.turday mi.d didn't. Thousands of prayers th&t could have been so.id for Fro.nk Gallo.-

- gher were unsaid last vmek; hundreds of possible hours. ;::nd half-hours of adoration 
·were not made on the First Friday. In Fact, it m.ii;ht have been just o.s well ·not to 

cheo.t Our Ble5sed Lord out of tho.t extra. hour of oxposi tion Friday evening. 1i'Jhen you 
look bo.ck you find so muhy possible things that you could have done thu.t you didntt 
do tho..t you weincie~ things co.me out c.s 11rell ccs they did. 

Ls for the future -- suit yourself. You hc:.vo been told :.'..bout it enough in the po.st; 
you know what is expected of you; no new pleas need be mode. If you co.ntt o.ppre
cio.te what you've got you shouldn't be here, but even.if you don 1 t you'll probably 
hs-ng on till you get ce..nned _:... if you have energy enough to breo.k the rules ond bad 
luck enough to get co.ught. We ho.ve o. good team, o. team tho. t will be remembered long 
o.fter you :::..re· forgotten. If you want to be vrnrthy of the team you know vrho. t to do 
o.bout it, Tho.tis a.bout all. 

Prayers. 

Fro.nk Go.llo.gher ho.s sht-wn wonderful improvement, and if he can stand the second operec
tion tho.t is necesso.ry ·to pu.t him sho'.pe he will get well. Do your duty. Yeur pro.yer: 
i.tre also nGedod for seven s r-ocio.l intentions and for three persons who are ill. And 
please donit neglect these specio.1 intentions you see posted, Very often tho.tare 
matters of greo.t urgency 1 things that can mnke or brsal-:: one of your classmates •. 


