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Advento. 

And now beg~ns another Ecelesiastical Year. 

Four thousand years are summed up in the next four weeks. The aspirations and long­
ings of mankind, from the iall of Ldam to the preaching of Jo.hn the Baptist (four thou 
and years 1 according to the so-called nBibiical chronology") are reviewed in the lit­
urgy of the next four weeks. The Church puts on sackcloth and ashes -- tf1e violet 
vestments -- she omits from Gloria. from the Has-s, she omits the. name of the Saviour. 
from the usual .prayer ... endingS: her invocations are from the lips of the ancient Pro­
phets, especially Isaias, "the Evangelist• of· the Old Nstament 11 ~·· whose descriptions oi 
the life and the quali tie.s of the Redeemer to come £:.re so detailed and accurate. 

Pent1.nce l Penance \ Penance t That we.s th"e warning of the Prophets. God sent the; 
to warn the people ·whose heart was grovm gross,·. "Bring forth fruits worthy of' penanc, 
St, John the Baptist warned in the same key i and he added; 11 Now is axe is laid to the 
root of the tree, and every tree that bringeth not forth good fruits shall be cut 
dovm and cast into the fire, 11 Sin is the only eyJ-1 in the world~. and penance is the 
only cure for sin. 11Un1ess you do penance you sho..11 all likewise perish. 11 >Nith these: 
words Our Lord confirmed the preaching of the Prophets and of John.. 11Peni tence t· 
Penitence L Penitence t" A heavenly messenger· brought-;· :this warning to us again only 
o. few years ago, when1 in 1.85_8 '· Our La~y sp_oke ·to Ber~dette at Lourdes •. 

Self"denin.1 is the key-note of the J~dvent season. Pray we must.r: of course. "Rorate 
caeli desuper, et nubes plu.o.nt Justum~" ''Drop dovm dewt ye hep.vens~: from above, 
and let the clouds rain the Just' One • 11 This is' the prayer of cthe Church~· ::.tnd WO make 
it our own. And the Church does not deny us th.e Mo.ss and the Sacro.ments vrhile we 
await the coming of the Just One, But self-denial curbs the flesh, ·drives out love 
of the world, purges inordino.te inclinations, gives tho spirit a. chance to soo.r. Self' 
dE;:nio.l brings us to the crib in an understanding spiritQ 

Suppose y'u turn tha\' solf .. denial to tho benefit of the 11 butt-ends of humanity" in thn 
South Seo.· Islo.nds v;rhp S'\.l.ffer from the most dreidi'ul scourage known to mo.n, ::}.oprosy. I 
short time o.go Father Hudson receive d a letter from one of the nuns who care for the 
lGpers at Makogai • In it she sr..ys; 11 Ll:u:rt month o. stoo.m~ir from the Cook Islo.nds came 
in with 32 lepers, almost o.11 childrEin, young. girls and women,· The youngest child 
was a little girl of five years •. She did not knovr a~1y of the other patients, poor 
li tt1e thing i There were nine boys under ten yoe,rs, and five girls between seven and 
ten years. I am used to see miseries and I hcwe seen mr.my a sad incident .in my six­
teen yoo.rs amongst the lepe:rs I but I do not Nmembor a ,sadder on0 than the arrival 
of these children 0 • I thought o:(' tho mothers of thes9 children fl..S wcil £i.S the chil~ 
dr0n themselves,... n.nd I hnd to run to a lonoly plo.ce where.I could let my too.rs come 
free •11 

Last year you raised neo.rly five J1undred dollars for tho ·benefit of this poor loper 
eolony, a.nd the e:x:prcssions of gratitude from tho poor Sisters 'end their po.tionts 
must sureJ,.y have burned your es.rs. Every letter thut comes from them brings renewed 
o.ssuro.nces of prn.yers 1 • o.nd. new incidents of tho high spiri tuo..li:ty of those 11hum...'ln 
stumps" whose prayers must be very c:..oooptable to God' lNhen they C.'ln o.ccept their 
fa.to with cheerful resignation we co.n ccrto.inly m:ver complain thnt God has not ~ecn 
good to us. 

For the love of God cut out· frivolity now u.nd mo.ke ;::, good Advent.. You ho.vo. dm1ccd 
to your heo.rt's content this fall; ar.iusemont has stunted your minds so that the marks 
d)n the htst exuminatioris flppeo.r to be tho worst e'Vor ma.do at Notre De.me. Tako your 
o.mu.sement money und give to tho lepers (or to any other good co. use). Pull in your 
bolt. Ldvent is upon us. · 


