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Immtculate.

A "macula" is a stain, a blotch, a blemish. The term has been applied by the ancient
gpiritual writers to sin, which is the most disfiguring blemish known to God or man.
Wle come into this world beering the "mncula" of original sin: "Behold I was conceived
in iniquities; ond in sin did my mother conceive me." (Psalm 50.) Even the souls of
those who retain their baptismal innocencec until death, have begun their existence in
sin, under the power of Satan, and with the taint of his rebellion of their souls.

There is but one exccption =- "our tainted nature's solitary boast:" Mary, the Virgi=
Mother of the Virgin Christ, of all thec sons and daughters of Adam and Eve, was pre-
served, by an oternal decrec that applied the merits of Christ to her soul in antici-
pation, from every stain of sin, whether original or sctual. This is what we call
her Immaculate Conceptione : :

We reverence purity in women; we love it} we fairly worship it. But it was not al-
ways so. One of the most repugnant features of the stote of the world at the coming
of Christ was its “treatment of women. Lust olways breeds cruelty (since in its courss
it tramples under foot all the finer instinets)i and the position of the wife in the
home of the Roman at the coming of Christ was little better thun the position of the

JIndian squaw smong our own aboriginees¢ She was relegated to o corner of the house,

and cast aside at the will of her lord and master; even her own maternal instincts
werc so stunted that women of that age offered their own children as humen sacrifices.

\\It took the Catholic Church. centuries to change this condition,. to awsken in the heart:

of dissolute Greeks znd Romans, and hordy) coarse barbarians, the domestic virtues thot
moke home dear to us today: congugwl fidelity, filial love and affection, -- the things
that make homesickness p0351ble\

The Church accomplished this colloéal task by her devotionm to the Immaculate Mother of
God. God had given her to us as the model Virgin and Mother; these two states of life
calne into their own through devotion to her: Hard men ceme to appreciate and cherish
maidenly reserve and motherly sacrifice; they came to know and love the womanly in-
stincts that could inspire men; ch1V¢lry came into its own; woman become the "helpmatc™
God had created her to be.

The stand of the Church for the recognition of virginity and motherhood received a rude
shock when an apostate monk married an ex-nun and o king of England divorced the mothe
of his children to marry o court flapper. Both of them took up a political and moral
fight against the authority of the Church, the consequences of which are very evident
today. Without the authority of the Church the position of woman is questioned: a
Columbia professor, Dr. Montaguc, describes the six-months-trial marriages of Russic

as o "tremendous experiment in humen socicl scicncej"a Cleveland judge orders a womon
to be the plaything of her husband for the next three years but forbids her to bear

him children -- to quote only two cxamples, and- those from this week's news. The new
woman tells us that she is willing to fight for her rights -- but she forgets that

she must get down from her pedestal to fight, and thot in such fights woman gets kicl::~
into the gutter by her huskier ontogonist.

Tomorrew we renew our devotion to the Immaculate Mother of God; whom we still honor, w .7
in whom we still believes /Lsk Our Blessed Lord in Holy Communion to send grace into
the hearts of men that will turn them from the paganism that threatens to engulf us.

Prazers;

Jack Rockne had another operation yosterday morning; Edmund Hogon expects o blood trex
fusion today. The father of Mr. Wall, of the Education Dopar‘ment, died yesterday.

| Herold Stelzert's grandfather died two days ogow



