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Some Satistical Reflections.

Januory was what you might call a bad month for spiritvelity. It had its peaks --
notable ones -- but it had a-bad start and o bad finish, and what went on in between
was merely a panic of fear, not a s0lid epidemic of virtue.

It wus the worst month of the yeur, by far. It came on the heels of a hectic holid -
season, in which the worship of the world absolutely sealed the minds of most of yo
to the lofty spiritual purpose of Wotre Dame. Your attitude for the first ten days
‘fter the return was an absolubte pain in the neck -- a pouty groaning for the flesh
wots of Bgypt. Then came the panic, which grew steadily in wolume until the first
lny of examinaticns; and from that peok there was a steady decline of faith, o turni
wiay from God, a lapse once morc into the enervating feather-beds of worldly conmfor+
"Lord save me, I perish," the prayer of the foolhardy S+, Peter when he walked on
vater, was about the only prayer that arose from your lips last month.

‘eke a look ut the statistics for Holy Communion last month:
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The totl number of Holy Communions from the opgning of school to Junvary 31 was 17C,-
804; last ycar the number was 15884,853. The daily averapge increase was 100 cven., At
the end of December the incresse over last yesr was 128; January was so bad that it
dragged the average for the whole semester down 28 points, The January increasc this
year was only 26 a day. A day-by-day comparison of the loss and gain this year will
help you to sce the point. Bear in mind thet classcs began two days earlier in the
week last year, and that the month ended two days earlier; the days off-set by these
changes are set below in parcntheses: '
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The last two figures, while thoy are represented above as & gain, would, if they wo.
compared with the corresponding days of the week past year (Feb, 1 and 2), show los:
fespectively of -10 and -236.
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gnm all the excuses you want, It is true that we had a two-day start before the fir -
‘riday of Janvary last year, and that it took us eleven days this year to reach the
boint attained on that First Friday -- the third day beck at school., It is true also
that hundreds of students took their cuts and did not return to school till Monday; &r°
that we had two days of registration this ycar, with & rather complete exoduvus. Find
“Xcuses and explanations wherever you like: the fact remaeins that there was great fait’
In prayer during one small stretch in January, and a forgzetfulness of God the rest of
the month , If God can help you pass, why don't you ask Him to help you be good?

There ig only two bright spots in the above tables: The first one shows an increase c
287 for the first Tuesday, the day we began the Novena for Health; the second onc s
' increase of 100 on the first day of exams and of 298 on the first day of the Chur:
ity Octave, two days later. We won't even suggest that other reasons might be fow.
O these increases; we will accept them as hopeful signs.



