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"Dios Aprieta Pero o Ahorca."

That is a fine old Mexican proverb: "God bears down but does not choke you". It is
a cryptic rendering of the solution to the so-called problem of evil, a solution
which appears in other form on many, many pages of Holy ¥rit. Genesis explains the
origin of physical evil and mental affliction, Job dramcatizes it, and Christ, who
bore our sins upon His shoulders, gave it its proper dignity a&s a Christian virtue:

"I am the true vine; and iy Father is the husbandman. Zvery branch in le
that beareth not fruilt, He will take away: and every one that beareth
fruit, He will purge it, that it may bring forth more fruit." -- John =xv.

Anong the studsnts on probation thar@ are quite a few who practiced dally Communion
faithfully during Lent, some of them for the first time. They tried hard to make «
good Lent and were faithful to thelr resolutions. But luck deserted them: the exam-
inations went bad, and they are on probation. ¥hat's the ansiver?

Investigation of failures shows thaet they have many csuses: poor high school train-
ing, lack of proper methods in st tudy, poor eye-sight and poor health generally, un-
dernourishment, an infinitude of worries (including love affairs, discord at home,
financial stringency, hypochondria, sophomoritis), lack of exercise, lﬂck of con=-
fidence, and no end of othsrs, Sometimes it is even lack of work. It is possible
for a student to pray a great deal (that is, to say a great many p rers) without
becoming really spiritual; in such & case laziness is 30m3tlmes & glzring fault.

He forgets thaet God intended us to work as well as Pray.

However, failure may come when honest efforts have been made and the efforts have
been wisely directed. In such csses one must needs have recourse to the ¥exican pro-
verb quoted above. Such a happrening is : test of chrracter and « refiner of charac-
ter. The true Christian says with holy Job: "The Lord hath giwven, the Lord hath ta<@L
away; blessed be the Hume of the Lord;" the wealling cries, "God is picking on ms."
"Svery branch in Ie that besreth not fruit, He will fteke aweay: and every one that
beareth fruit, He will purge it, thet it way bring forth more fruit," is our Lord's
answer . '

Bverything has a purpose in God's loving Providence. "hile this is usuzlly concealed
from our earthly eyes, now and then He H“' s the Vvll to .teach us & nezded lesson. A
story of such an event has just reached us. I concerns & father and mother and a
little deughter, an attractive and beautiful child, & client of the Little Flower
and endowed with something of her gplrlt, «s the event proved.

The father was & good, practicsl Cetholic; the mother wes a recent comvert who had
not imbibed thoroughly the true spirit of Catholicity. A fair shars of worldly suc-
cess cameé to the man, and socizl distractions b:igen to wean the couple away from the
practices of religion which had meent much to them at another time. - They seldon
missed Sundsy Mass, but they did 1little in sddition to a fulfillment of this obliga-
tion. The child by this time had recelved her First Holy Corrunion, and in her prey-
ers she mzde many strange reflections.

Suddenly she was striken with infuntile paralysis. The parents were distracted with
grief; they summoned every medicazl attention, end found it hard to tear themselves
from her bedside. Then one day the child ecslled her fether and o -1spwred in his
car: "Daddy, I asked God to do something to me because you were not loving Hinm as
you should." The lesson went home: a year later the father disd of cancer, a model
of resignation; the mother is now an inspiring example of true Catholic womanhood.

Prayers.
James Collins asks prayers for a er?fgzgﬁﬂbrothdr, Bob Doclweilzr for his brothe
Tom, an alumnus, who has just undergone & serious operation; Father Meehan, and Bro.
Hilarion, C.S.C., deceasad; an uncle of Dan Cunninghem ('28), very ill. Four spe-
cial intentions,



