leligious Bulletin
October 14, 1929

——— — -

L Bucharistic Relic.

% broken wooden spoon, worn to the breaking point through unbroken service of more thar
fifty years -- 1s a Bucharistic relic now preserved in the Sorin Thapcl. It is the
spoon used by Sister Bernadette for making altar breads ever since she came to the loe-
2l convent, more than half a century ago; it broke dovm in service the other day, and
it deserves a resting place close to the altar.

Porhaps a nmillion Masses have heen seid with the altar breads Sister Bernadette has
node during these years, wund who knows how many millions of Communions have been re
ceived? There have been more than two million student {ommunions alone during the
nine years that statistics have been kept, and what with the rsligious communities,
ths South Bend parishes, the Summer School students, and others, the_total figurs re-
cordad in heaven must be many times that sum. Truly, the spoon is a relic,

"Four Vesks.

Student Communions during the past four wecks are shown below, with o comparison of
the weekly totals with those of a year agos : ,
192¢ 1028 Loss or

92¢
Sun ion Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  week weck ga.in
1243 1407 1433 1460 1370 1436 1520 9469 132
1611 1877 1680 1755 1730 1695 1687 11735 : ~53
1658 1301 1308 1308 1250 1809 1617 10351 ICe.8 =27

1720 1323 - 1409 1421 13563 1750 1670 10616 8110 11506

That is what may be termed a rotten showing, inewperienced opinion to the contrary :
withstanding. ¥ithaa new hall on the campus it would be ressonable to expect a wao'-
ly increase of sewveral hundred, with no losszs of 59 or 27 or anything else. The
only reason for -the 1506 incroase for last week is ths fact that the Hass for Cesch
Rockne last Friday coincided with the week--nd of the Huvy Game last year, when the
student body decamped for Chicago.

0f course, we know that you mezn well, wnd are geood bhoys ¢t heart, and have good moth-

ers, and you wouldn't steal thv pennies off’ a doud baby's eyes, end a1l that, and of
course these ars only statistics, BUT -- :

It hurts when you find « hall with only half the nunber of Communions it had last wve: -
it hurts when you find snother hall, with men old encugh to know battsr, giving L
existence to 17 men who haven't received the Saeraments in months snd dozens of .
Who have received only once or twice this full; it hurts when you ean name fifty men
who would not be here today if it were not for PFuther fLlbertson, whe have not offcrud
& single Holy Communion for the repose of his soul;
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It hurts when you know that o large cmount of this utpparent spiritusl sloth is due %o
the fact that the laggurds intend to make whoepse in Chicugo or Hew York, and can't

Z0 to the. Sacrements because they intend to commit mertal sin. That's what makes you
wonder 1f- -Catholic education is worth while.

for the benefit of these men it is necessary to recall the deanths that have taken plue
@t Notrs Dame this past year =-- of pcople comected with the University -- and to ro-
mind you that none of them had a chance to go to confession: Bill Daily, compus polis
man, who was found doad near the car trocks; JaPV Glewson wos instuntly killed by
traing Judge Wooton wus found dead in bed; Father Albertson was found dend in his o
gAYﬁRSg Sam Hyde!s‘grundmother, decesased; a decetsed uncle of Chns. CGeherin; two
birsons who are ill; one gruvely injured; Harry Porter's mother died suddenly yestor-
duy. Engouraging word cones from Joe Lauterbach.



