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Do You Realize Whet You Have?

We Catholics teko so much for grimted. The things the Cmareh gives us are so much &
part of us that we fuil to reclize what we might be without trem. Thet is one of the
reasons why Catholics do so little for their non=Catholic neighdors: secure in the
nelps they have elways known, they do not kaow whut others arc missiuge

The confossional has come in for & good bit of discussion smong non=Catholiss of late,
and we can thenk God that instead of the bogey it was to thc Protestants of = decode
or two ago, it is boginning to scem to them what Our Lord intended it should be, the
great refugv of the troublcd hearts Dr, S'fadc9 Congregational minister of the qou'th
- Gaurch, in Chicego, has reecently inaugnrsted five "soul clinies,™ one of vhich, the
Melinic for personal problems," he calls the Protestent confossionals. The pity of it
is that with Protestuonts the bering of the soul for confort cummot be followed by the.
ecomfortin grace of absolution whiech "1pos out tn” sinso, '

\

‘T Ave ¥aria for October 26 quotes for us the words of a Protestant Episcopel minis-
of New York, Reve Arthur P.3. Hyde, in tribute to the confessional;

”Perhaps the most potent rcason for the conperative frilure of those parts of Christ-
cndom thet have given up the confessional to hold their followers to the oblignations
of Christian living is %o be found in attempbing to desl with monkind in the masse. On
the other hand, through thc con fessionzl, the p"~tor desls with ecch individuzl soul
“and its own particular reeds@

Mmagine, for cxample, the chief paysician of a hospital or o elinic, assembling in
one place &ll the p&thﬂto who felt inclined to oome voluntarily, cnd then lecturing
them in general terms on some aspect of hygilsnc, or perhaps some topic of the day
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nevirg little or ro relationship to the ncalth of his hearers =-- and thon oxpeet to

in ¢ thing needfy or each, although they ar sessed of 1i or no troining
find th‘ t dfal £ o lt gh th ¢ possessed of little or tre g
in such matterst

"Let us not continus to meke a oogey of the confessional, as, unhappily, neny heve
done, Let us reclize just & fow fundamental factse First, that sin is a disease of
the soul. Secondly, that while some sins mey be overcome by personal erdeavor, others
need e physician of the soul; in othor words, one’s pustor. Thirdly, that the pastor
is treined end experienced in dealing with just such matliers. &nd lasstly, that cases
can be treated only by personal contact, with & full and complete unburdening of the

- soul"

Whet a pity all Catholics do not rezlize fully what they have, Vhat a pity there is
§0 much neglect of oprortunities at MNotre Dame., Yosterday norning there were 1738
Holy Communions == and thore might huve bsen 1000 more. iAnd let us not disguise the
fact that lots of them werc kept ewmy, not by broken fasts, but by lack of apprecis-
tion of thc Sacrument of Penence. How do we know that? Beeuuse znong the thousend
who stayed away were muny who have not attendsd the Sacroments this full beceuse they
Gre afraid to teke the medicine that will curc their souls. That is plain speech,
but it is Justlfxod DJ cxpcrlﬂnc o

* ‘ Poor Souls Indulr*o“ces°

_Start now to meke o list of the deccascd relatives ernd friends for whon you wish to
. B4in the indulgences granted noxt Friday and Saturdaye Remomber that you can gain
& plenery indulgence for every visit you meke to the church or the shll chapcls those
,thO de. eys, provided you receive the Sacroments and pruy each visit for the intentions
9 the Joly Father.

-PR#Y&KS' Louis Anistoy's mother, deceased; Aanthony Brick®s mother, ill,



