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The Missing Link Dgos A Pade-out,

fhere 8re no morce monkeys in man's ancestral tree: There is no missing link; and the
scarch for him will now be nbandoned; the scarchers will be put on other trails --
perhaps on the quest of the humen soul, "The sctual; as well as the idesl environment
of the ancestors of man, was not in the warm, forested lowlands of Asia, but in the
relatively high, invigorating uplands of a country such as central Asia was in the )
yiocene or Oligocene time -- a country totally unfitted to any form of anthropoid apo&"i

thus Dr. Henry Fairficld Osborne, director of the American Muscum of Natural History
in New York. It is onc more stap back towards - tradition for Dr. Osbornc; and he
mkes it in the Japuary issue of Human Bielogy: He paved the way for it in an ad-
dress to the students of Cornell, in February, 1926; in this addrcss; howover) he
mede no mention of the monkey, but stressod the following "irrufutable factsy!

1l Man as such has becn on carth for at least 500,000 ysars

2e The humen family, or hominidaoc, has beon with us with its own indepondent
history for at loast two and u half million yonrs;

s This family has doveloped into more or loss progressive races;

4, Anstomical and cultural unity proclaim the descent of all the branches of

the human ruece from a single human stoek;

5. "Convineing evidunece of thost outstanding facts of ourly human history
rests on the indestructible flint and stone industry and upon absolutcly
consistunt anatomical cvidence clearly intorpreted by four goencrations of
oxpert; conscicntious obscrvers drawn from the ranks of laymen, of luarned
professions and of the clergy, ospecially of the Catholic Church,"™ (He
madc particular mention of Louvaln )

Yhy is Dr. Osborne's testimony important? He hes been one of the foremost press
agents of th¢ Missing Link; he spensored the "roconstructsd" serics of skulls in
fmaricen Musoum of Natural History designed to "prove" manis rclationship with the
monkey} and the third edition of his "Mon of the 01ld Stone Age," issucd in 1921,
was advertised as "the most important complete work on human vvoluflon since Dar-
win's "Doscunt of Men."

The Amcrican sciontists arc beginning to cuteh up with their British brethren. At
the meeting of the British Academy for the Advancemont of Scicnce in 1924 (the year
Dry Osborne soys he first began to doubt our monkey uncestry) mechanism met its dooms
Bofore this body (which, in 1874, hecurd Huxley declare that the primitive nebula
contained cverything we find in the world today,. including the mind of man) the
President of the Zoological Scetion stetcd that "o un increasing number of biolo-
Bists life bocomes an ultimate notural category, sharing, with matter and cncrgy,

our conception of  the universe." And Prof. MeDougall, of Harvurd, Prosidont of tho
Ssetion of Psychology, muintained that "no intelligent discussion of human affuirs

is poss1blu without the use of such terms as motive, intontion, desire, will, res-
Pmmlblllty* aspiration, idcal, striving, cffort, interust." And wo can't havo these
Works without o soul to act thom outs chhunlsm docs not account for life; it does
10t account for the splrltudl side of man; it must go.

”“HmSt give Dr. Osborne credit for his honbsty IIe wants 1t known that hoe is make-
Ing & distinot brouk with his former school of anthropology. If hc and tho British
‘mmUmy koep on they will collupse the 500,000 yours thoory, and will find thomselves
back in the garden of Rden, where man foll from a high cstate which ho has tried cevoer
san(‘ t0 r(_,gdln.

T‘SM‘_{ERS: Throo siok rolatives of students; four special intontions.



