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"Ephpheta,"”

Fron Saint liark we toke the following Hew Year'ts lesson:

"They brought to Iim one deaf and dumb; and they besought Iim that He would lay Iis hand
upon hime And tokirg hin from the nultitude apart, ile put His fingers into his ears, and
spitting, He touched his tongue: cnd looking up to heavcn, He groaned, and said to him:

Ephpheta, which is, De '.u opened. And immediately his ears were opened, and the string

of his tongue vmas looscd, and he spoke right," == llarl, 6:6,.

Bet a blind man in the midst of a paradise of delights, or a deaf man in tho midst of
heavenly melodies; you have wasted o beautiful panorame, you have made void a celestial
symphony.  Set an idiot at the feet of St. Thomas, or a carnal brute at the feet of St.
Jonaventure; you waste divine reasoning, you quench the flame of divine loc,

"Give not that wiich is holy‘%w g@bs, neither cast ye your pesrls before swine, lest per=
haps they trawmple them wnder their fest, and turning upon you, they tear you,“~~ sintte, T G.:

You are roturning toamv from o journey inve the world vhere you have found friends and
cnenies,  Anmong friencs you have found a precious appreclﬂtlon of your school and the
vrineiples it represents «- and perhaps you have learncd from these friends that the things
rou.flnd at Hotre Dame arc more worth while than you had imagineds. Among enemies you have
tearned that "the s cr“”nt is no%t zreater than his master, If they have persecuted iie they
vill also persecube youe" | o

2ut have yowr vyes and cers been spened to umderstend the things yuu arc tavght at lotre
Dame?  liave you had o real app scliation of the atwmospherc of devotion to the Blessed
Sacrancnt, end of loyelity to the 3lessed lotacr of God?  Has your conduct been based on
the remembrance that it will profit you nothing to gain the vwhole world if you suffer the
toss of your soul? |

There are still those vho are blind and dc&f and dumbe There are those whose ccnc«ﬁtion

nf Christmas wos as pagen as that of any old Rovean who colebrated the feast of Saturn with
drunlen orgies; there arc those vho wore in no condition to hear llass on llew Tear!s morm=

ing; there cre those w o have nlazmned "parties" for tonight and tomorrow night.

“hen you wers baptized. the wricst touched wour ear and said: "R thhﬂﬁa, quod ¢st, .Adqpe~
ire,” “}3nwnexw‘ which is, o thou epwnv.ﬁﬁ And the Catholic Church prmyeaﬁtwa your
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cors would be opened 4o hoar the word of God; that you be not like the idols of the pon-
Giles, of which David szng: "They rave mouths end spoel not; they have cycs snd sco not:
they have cars and hoer nobe"  Pee, 113:16,7.

‘nd oour uewr Yoorts wish to yow is that this srayer of the Catholic Church be frulitful,
Mkﬁiﬁluiﬁr thet rou Lavi boen blind cnd deaf cnd dunb until this day and hour,  You st
save Learred curlng yesr econtoet with the world during the Chiristmas holidays thet Cathe
slicg lovu e le) nmnrwclw,; the thlnss bhat lotre Dame reprosents, and envy you the chance
tuat lg yours 13” Shnt those whe Late tho Catholie Church -- their nome is legion =-- hate
o selonl ond oll that 1t reprocoats, Tou nny hoave heard whot we have heards; you may
CATG SOOI WHAT WO NG 200 e ong G{kmlwu efoor anovher o cxplain avmy tho suzsess of
Lotre pane s were oo wioh and thare o wlot Lo drap her none in the duste

S8 lony as you hove Lrecly cssoelatod yourself with this school, be wann cnough to be its
piead and noh wHnounesgy,  To bue Lto Lriond you must talie full advantoge of its spiritunl
ﬁﬂﬁ@r’wnmtzsc, rou st show in rour life the fralts ome st sxpect of Cetholic cducntion.
‘né ket is why our low Teardo wish o you is "Uphphota, whieh is, Be thou ovonsd." ey
Tour ayes bo ?pbﬂ;d to goe the things of God ot ilotre Dame, may your ouars be openud to heor
and unlerstand the =wd o) o, wnyr your heerts be opened to sing the praise of God =
both hero and n clternity,. .
TUFET OF e PLoLAIY tomorrow. It comnsmorotos Chriat'a manifeatatian to us, hha Gon= .
tilos, Rocolve lioly Comamion and ask God's Bluss tlaa Lo — e




