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What W ill Hays Told Charles Smith.

fo llow ing^sto ry  is  th ree  years  o ld , b u t i t  i s  probably as  new to  you as i t  i s  to  u s , 
and since i t  i s  a  good le sso n  in  A pologetics from a non.~Cath.olic source we take  sp ec ia l 
p leasure  in  handing i t  on to  you, p ick ing  i t  out o f correspondence passed between Cocil 
D eL ille , d i l l  Hays, and C harles Smith, P re s id en t o f the  American A ssoc ia tion  fo r  the 
Advancement of Atheism.

Charles Smith w ired Cecil D e l 'l l le  p ro te s t in g  a g a in s t  the  p roduction  of a  re l ig io u s  
p ic tu re  The A th e is t ,  vmich, i t  was a l le g e d ,  was then  in  p rocess  of formation* He 
sa id  in  p a r t :  "We s h a l l  g la d ly  p resen t s t a t i s t i c s  d isp rov ing  th e  c l e r i c a l  m o ra lity  l i e  
th a t  one cannot be good w ithou t God. The c le rg y - in sp ire d  b lackening of charac te r of 
a th e i s t s  must s t o p . . , .  Should you proceed to fo s te r  p re ju d ic e  a g a in s t  us we s h a ll  every
where p ro te s t  showing of 'The A th e i s t , '  R elig ious propaganda i s  out of place in  tiie 
movies,"

In re p ly  C ecil D e,.llle  s e t  Hr, Smitn r i g h t  on the d e ta i l  of what p ic tu re s  he was pro
ducing and a lso  on tlio wmttor o f  what p ic tu r e s  he had a r i g h t  to  produce: "Your t e l e 
graphic suggestion  th a t  I  e lim in a te  the  thought o f  God from my fu tu re  p ic tu re s  I  must 
d isca rd  inasmuch as t h i s  i s  a  f r e e  coun try  and I f e e l  t h a t  I  have as much r ig h t  to  use 
my medium of expression  to  g ive the  • o r ld  my thought as you have th e  r i g h t  to  use your 
medium of expression  to  give th e  world your though t,"

-ir* S a itn  rep lied^  chat while he could n o t  p rosecute  Hr, D eilille  fo r  blackening th e  
ch a rac te r  of a t h e i s t s ,  he could p ro te s t  and he proposed to  do so . He added: " I f  a l l  
-he A th e is ts  in  America were organ ized , they  would be powerful enough to  prevent pro
m o tio n  o f  a n t i -A th e is t i c  n o tio n  p ic tu r e s ,  We propose to  organize  then ,"

i r .  Smith placed h is  correspondence w ith  Hr, Deilille befo re  W ill Hays $ h is  re p ly  was in  
p a r t  as ia llo w s: "B uilding upon th e i r  f a i t h  in  a C rea to r , and in  a God o f J u s t ic e  and 
. .ercy, men nave e s ta b l is h e d  c e r ta in  codes of conduct, oursuanoe of which tends to  p ro 
duce _ the happ iness , peace and comfort o f  th e ir  fellow-men. These codes, these though ts , 
are in separab le  from r e l ig io n ;  and r a th e r  than see the  motion p ic tu re ,  by the e l im in a tio n  
_f God from i t  (vmich would be u t t e r l y  u n n a tu ra l) used to  d iscourage the r e l ig io n  from 
which these id e a ls  o f  r i g h t  l iv in g  and o f  r ig h t  th ink ing  sp r in g , I  would p re fe r  to see 
The no tion  p ic tu r e  u t t e r l y  destroyed . And I  can th in k  o f fov/more calam itous happenings 

aan to  take from tho world the  motion p ic tu re  which has c lo th e d  tho emptv ex is tence  of 
i a r - o i i  nanlo fas with joy and l i l t e d  l i s t l e s s  fo lk  t i l l  thoy walk the peaks of romance 
and adventure l ik e  th o i r  own f a in  S t r e e t ,

■he na tion  p ic tu r e ,  I  m y  add, i s  concerned w ith drama, and drama i s  connected w ith  
vnatovur nan does. P o te n t i a l ly ,  every th ing  touching nan — h is  thoughts , h is  id e a ls ,
. ao» a s p i r a t io n s ,  h i s  am bitions — i s  n o t io n -p ic tu rc  m a te r ia l .  To ask us to  d im -
_natw Goa and n a n 's  b e l i e f  in  God, th e re fo re ,  i s  to  ask us to  e lim ina te  one of the  most
riuom ia urges in  man - tho s p i r i t u a l  u rg e . Such i s  u n th in k ab le ,

„In ^  io  '- l i i 'in a tf ,  God from a  lion  p io i ’-.-os i s  eq u iv a len t to  asking th a t
rc  . f r o " !'*‘? piaygro-mdr. whore emaciated, i l l - k e p t  c h ild re n  of tho tono-

unts imm a mommt ,«• r u r u h  of hapuiT.yvn:. I t  :L= eq u iv a lu n t to  asking us to  b lo t  the  
.. muui irr^ the  leavomi! bi;c'iu.s< itun, ay lo,..;:; at, the. i an" dare to  a  ok them selves, as  
. apo..uon a id  o f  hM fo llow  v\yogers in to  Bgynb, ' But, who, gentle..* m, made- a l l  the  so?' 
, u eo wot oo i t  i f  wo wanted t o ,  God i s  in  every a r t ,  in  ov ry  laudable am bition, 
-n c'Vljr'r •G'rtoy _ achieve a, .n t,  God i s  in  laugm, r  a.,I in  drama in b e a u t i fu l  land
scapes, and il> i s  in  a genuine s p i r i t  o f  re v  vuuou tLav I  s t a t e  th a t  God i s  in  our v; 

pleasm-es and our wholesome e u te r tn in n o r t ."
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