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Yhat ¥ill Hays Told Charles Smithe

The following story is three years old, but it is probably as new to you as it 1is to us,
and since 1t 1s a good lesson in Apclogetics from a non=Catholic source we talke special
pleasure in hending it on to you, picking it out of cerrespondence passgsed between Cocil
Delillle, Will Hays, and Charles Smith, President of the Anerican Association for the
Advancenent of Atheisn.

Charles Swith wired Cecil Deilille protesting against the production of a religious
picture "The itheist," which, it was alleged, was then in process of formation, He
sald in part: "We shall gladly present statistics disproving the cleriecal morality lie
thatv one cannot be good without Geds  The clergy=inspired blackening of character of
atheists must stopsss. Should you proceed to foster prejudice against us we shall every=

where protest showing of VThe Atheist,! Religious propagenda is out of place in the
" y i
fovies,

In reply Cecil Delille set i, Suith right on the detail of what pictures he was proe=

ducing and also on the iatter of what pictures he had s right to produce: "Your tele-

sraphic suggestion that I eliminate the thought of God fronm my future pictures I nwust

discard inasmuch as this is a free country and I feel that T have os nuch right to use
oy wmediuwn of expression to give the world my thought as you have the right to use your
- medium of expression to give the world your thought,"

- -re Smith replied that while he could not prosecute ir, Delidlle for blackening the
character of atheists, he could protest and he proposed to do so. He added: "If all
the Atheists in America were orgenized, they would be vowerful encugh to prevent pro=
duction of anti-Atheistic motion pictures, ‘e prepose To organize therne"

-Tre Snith placed his correspondence with Ire Deifille before Will Hayss his reply was in
#art as follows: "Building upon their faith in a Creator, and in a God of Justice and
-erecy, men have established certain codes of conduct, pursuance of which tends to pro=-
duce the happiness, peace and confort of their fellow=ren, These codes, these thoughts,
are inseparable from religion; and rathsr than see the “10tion picture, by the elimination
of God from it (which would be ubterly unnatural) used +o discourage the religion from
vhich these ideals of right living and of rizht thinking spring, I would prefer to see
the motion picture utterly destroyed, And I can think of few rore calamitous happenings
- “hon to take from the world the motion picture which has clothed “ho empty existence of
Par=off hanlets with joy and 1ifted listless Polk +411 they wallr the peals of romance
and adventure lilze thelr avm ain 34rect,

- The notion picture, I nay add, is concerncd with droava, and drama is connected with
Chatever nan docse  Potentially, everytiing touching rwmn =~ hig thoughts, his ideals,
ideas, asriratlons, his awabitions == ig notion=pleture tatorial, To asl: us to oline
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tnate God and mants belied in God, wicrefore, is to ask us bo eliidnete one of +he nost
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lro taet, Lo as us Lo clindnate Cod from . obiom pictburss 1s wquivalent bo aghkineg thot
4
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sunshine be barred froo the playpromds whor: coaciabed, 1ll-lopt childron of the teonce
[

ceuts wind o omonent's rosnite of hannincsse Tb o ig cquivalent to asking us to blot the

cloars frocs the eavess beeaus ron, oy lool ab bheo ond dare bo ack thensclves, as

capoleon did of his fellow vorepors into gty YBul, wlho, pentlosom, asde all thogo?!

vocould ot de LU 1 we vantod tae  God is In every orb, in overy laudable rbition,

S oovery worthy achicove wnbhe Cod de in Tauiter ool fn dracs o) it beaubtiful lande
it

i ' reveorencee thad T ostabe otk God is in our wholce
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DHAYERGs Ad Gralvea's grandfather 1lls Donald Redghard!s eousin deconsed; a decoased friend,




