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To £n Agnostic,

You lay down certain propositions to which you say you want an snswer, If you are aske
ing 1ﬁ.good falth, here is yowr answer; if mou are simply seeking an occasion to blas-
pheme or to harm the falth.of others, God is your Judge..

Your first proposition is lierbert Spencer's accusation that God is the author of evil as
well as good and that ile revealed ilimself to the Jews only as fcarsome and terrifying; oand
Spencer's protest that his will is mnot free and that therefore he cannot help heting CGods

Very well,  Tell us how your Spencer, who atbributed the world to an "infinite, eternal
energy from.which all things prqceed ==~ the ultimate Reality transcending human thought,”
could give free will without giving et the same time the possibility of moral evil, In
your gquotation hs coqgwfans that he has no free will; if he has none, then there is no
moral evile, But the common sense of mankind recognizes remorse and satisfaction, merit
and demerlt, dumy, responsibility, choice, and so forth; therefore the common scnse of
mankind demends free will and recognizes the possibility of moral evil, The common sense
of mankind is a better guide than‘derbert Spencer, who said, near the close of his life,
"I have spent my life beating the air," As for the "0ld Tesﬁamﬁnt Gods" if you can read
the 014 Testament wmthaut finding a superabundance of God!s loving Plnﬁness, you are blind,
"If thy eye be evif, thy whole body shall be darksome,"

Your second prapssition contains the saphism‘of Epieurus that it is wickei of God not to
remove evil from the world, and the blist erzng diatribe of Jeffries tiat M"a man of intel=~
lect and humanity could cause evurything to happen in an infinitely supgerior mammer,"

So be ite Let ynur man of "intellect and hﬂﬂﬁﬂluyu nalke a world and cause therine "every-
thing to happen in en infinitely superior mammer." Ie will %ake out of it the ‘beauty of
struggle, the joy of vxctory'over handicaps, the sweet virtus of mercy te the unfortunate;

he will take away the nost glorious chapter in the history of the human race, the Ree
demption and the Life of the Redeemer., You will huve a world of men who struggle not,

who never rise from a fall, who know no victory, who are doveid of mereys  Toke your cholces

Finally, you ask for an act of faith in the literal 1ntcrpretaﬁ on of the Bible, with
certain specifis 1ntcrnre% vblons which skewtlcs 2all in gquestion, among which are: the
creation of the world cut of nothing, the uPGGl&l croation of man, the fall of man and its
effects, the Inecarnation of the Son of Gmd, and so forth,
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ilo Catholic can malke an act of faith in the litcral interpretation of the Dible, because
the Catholic Church alone, which has preserved the Sible and prasticed iss teachings from
the beglnnlng, has received from God the the right o 1ﬂucqgre“ the Dibles  If you want to

mow how the Catholic Church interprets i ulﬁic “study The 1ivhie oatec .ism which we
give to children in grammoer school, It confaing trukhs which the philosophers, unoided
by Divine revelatlon, wore wnable to discover.  Frayer Lelps ~ou to wdserstand it.

taste nelther plty wr hate on us poor Christians, ato injurcs only the man who hates;
save plty for the wan who camnot be happys  “he mum who washes the wlecrs of +he leper,
the missionary who brings ideals to the savage, the pricst who restores econfidence to the
man who has lost faith in himsclf snd in humanity, the fother sho works through heet and
snow to raise e famlly, the mothor who braves hardship wnd decsh to give souls to God ww
they nwed no pitye They have the happinoss the cynic can nevar Imow; they have given to
the world all the human things it has that are wnrth whilce  fLgnostilelsm has glven us the
present situation in Iussia,
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