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Your Perplexed Pastors

" I am an average priest, a pastor, a much misunderstood individual, People suspect ne

of being & little more than human, out continue to invite me to eat their dinmers and
drinl their wine. If I partake of the latter, they call me a *dear! and a *good fellow,®
If I refuse, they clalm to be edified.

"They expect me to have no faults, but keep on seeyching for them, and having discovered
a few == O, BOY$ Vhen I have not prepared my sermon end ny nind is cloudy and my ideas
chaotic, they say I an too deeps; but when I have labored zealously and nemorized my sermon,
T am artificial. Vhen through 'money talkst I meet my parish obligations, I am a grafter;
but when I de not plead for money and the parish goes into debty, I am a poor business man,

"hen my liver is out of order and I em physically 411 and membally tired, they sey I
look pious end saintly. Fhen I am well and bubbling over with zeal, I am frivilous. .
They think I should love everypne in the parish, and when I meke a L e
doing so they call me a hypocrite; but when I admit that there are seme I am not craszy
about they call me a snobe Iiy wealthy parishioners pind fawlt with me if I do not oall
on them; the poor ones, 1f I dos e . . |

"Some people, in my presence pretend to be keenly interested in all things pertaining

to religion, They uinimize my iptelligence and exaggerate their own histrionic ability.
 The stingy souls who contribute a very, very small proportion of their income to the
support of the Church, pity me because 1 have such & hard time raising fundse. Those

who contribute generously think I have a wvery soft Jobae

"aome wonder what I do with all my time; others pity me Because I heve so much t©o doe
They want me to be more of a layman end %o represent them'in civic and public activities;
but they are forever praising Father Sowand=so, who is ¥so quiect and retiring.! ‘tle is
such & holy men.' If I use forceful and catchy phraset in wmy sermons they say I am
sensational; if I dontt they will not come to hear mo.

"y salary is ;50 o month, and I receive as mich as oF for a baptism or a wedding ( somew
times), and they wonder what I do with all my noneys All stoelbrokers thinlkt I am a
millionaire; book=agents think I am easy == tramp. ‘mow 1 am, 1Red=caps, Pullman~car
porters, and dining-car waiters think I am ganerous, butk the conductor Mmows I am a cheap
sporte

"oV, I WALTT TO TELL TLD WORLD:

"Phat wy Domen collar does mot change my human naturc; I om quite the same as other
11T . '

"fhot T anjoy & good time as wuch as they, but like to choosc my own kind of SPOTE ¢

"That o long time apgo I got sick of sofds soap.

"That T hove grown immunc to criticisu and lmocks.

"Ihat I approciatc honest pralsc oand woant no man's pity.

"hat I am riving the bost thet i in we to my work, and bolleve (tod will reward
B {11& I

"rhat T ask no favors and scek only ths opportunity to prove that I am o real men,
and to try to be a real prieste

"low, thero are some who, if they Imww wiss wrote this, would say: 17111 bet ho got the
ides from some ono olsc.? VWoll, I 4id." = Tho Donver lloglgtcr.




