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"The Souls of The Just Are In The Iand of God."

"Into Thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit, O Lord Jesus Christ, receive my spirit,
liely lMary, pray for me., O Mary, Hother of grace, llother of mercy, do thou protect me
frem the enemy, and receive me at the hour of deathesecs"

i "Come to his assitance, ye Saints of God, come forth to mest him, ye Angels of +the Lord:
- Zecelving his soul: Offering it in the sight of the llst Highe Ilay Christ receive thee,
Vhe hath called thee, and may the angels bear thee into Abraham!s bosom," .

with these words of the Church's liturgy on the lips of devobted bystanders, Joe Ford
breathed fortn his beautiful soul into the hands of his llaker, It was a hard day for
them, but a glorious day for Joe, for it was his birthday in heaven., Wineteen years
and nineteen days God gave hin on this earth = and He gave them back ‘o God well ac=
counted fore It was the day of his triumph,

"All his life Joe was a good lotre Dame mane Ie was with us only a few months = and his
letters home showed how much he enjoyed those months, for he found himself in an énvire-
ommert for which his soul had longede IHe had received lloly Communion every day here
il last Tuesday, when his illness prevented it; he had done the same thing,a%»home
for yearss Iis God was his Food; his God was his Strength; his God was his great loves

Thet is why Joe went to God unafraid, When he was told that an operation was necessary,
his only concern was fotr his parents. IHe didnt't want to bother or worry anyone, Ie
asied for a general confession and Extreme Unction; the ancinting was delayed until later,

~as real denger was not yet apperent, When he complained thaet he could not pray as he

wanted to becausé pain distracted him, he was reminded that his sufferings offered for
the Poor Souls were the best prayer he could make, Then he saids "Itll offer the
operation for you and for Sister here =~ and for the Bishep. I must not forget the

3ishope"  DBishop Chartrand had led him to daily Cormunion from boyhood,

Small wonder that he was not afralds, The only fear of God he over knew was the fear
~f offending Lir, Ile obeyed God in small things and in great =~ boeause he loved Ilim
above all thingse That is why hec was e good llotre Dame man: he was & good Catholic.

The world 1s better off for his heving liveds As a star sthlete in high school he

naturally drew attentlion - and his smile, which came right from his beautiful soul, won
other boys te clean living and to the love of Gode His smile was innocent =~ perhaps
angelic is the better words  (IIis Dishop used o call hinm fehasl Angelo.)

Zou could not set it all dovm on onc page - but it is all written in “he book the angels
rewd = and we can ask them to help us be more lilke Joe. The story of his passing was
sung by the Church in the Divine Office the day he diocd:

"The souls of the just arc in the hands of Cod, ond the torient of desth shall not touch
there In the sizht of “he unwisc they scomed o diey and +helr deperturce was talon for
misiry, and thelr going awny from us for ubtber dustruction; but they arc at peacosess.

¢ onow beautiful is the chaste gencration with plory, for thoe menory thercoef is immortal,
boeouse 1t is known both with Cod and with mon," -= VWisdom, iii, iv,

froy and offor today's self=doninl for the repose of his goul, and for the comfort of

his parents. Requlom lasses for tie reposc of his soul urc ag follows: Monday, G330,

the imiversity; Tucsday, ":30, the Proshman Classs Vednosduy, 6:80, the Indianapolis Club,
PreaitSy Chase ilirsch's fathor is very 11ls  Wnme Lavin, a nephew of Fr. Lovin, woes

killed in an aceldent rocently. Iour decoased porsons, rclativos or frionds of studonts.
Five spoclal intontions, Fre Donahus, CeSeCe, Suporior Cenoral, asks prayers for his
fathor, who was serlously injured Thursdey when ho was struclk by un aubo.




