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Your Future Is In Your Own Hands,

It is character that cnables you to rise above enviromment. A good environment will
help to give you a good character, by inelining your will to perform good acts and giving
it facility in performance through practice.  Dut good enviromnent rmay not always be
yours, and unless you leern now to perform good acts on principle, the chances are that
your character will not resist bad environment when you leave heres, And that you will
neet with at least some bad enviromment is taken for granted; the world offers a surfeit
of it

# 4

An extreaordinary measure of the grace of God is & part of your environment at llotre Damej
and it is the grace of Cod that is the greatest factor in your character=development,
liowever, God cannot save your soul without your cooperation; neither can He strengthen
your character if you resist Iis grace. The faults you tolerate here will in all likes
lihood be much larger faults when you leave here, and they will be the nucleus of greater
and more harmful feults in the future. .

You have opportunities here to practice the things that nmake strong character, because
you have unfavoreble elements in your environment which you are called upon +o regist,
as woll as intornel torptations So set aside, And among your companions you may £ind
good and bad character, strong and woeal character. o

1t is character, for instencs, that causes a student to ‘do the following things:

le Practice daily Communion when his roomrate neglects it;

2¢ Lo his own work when he sees others COpY} |
Se Pay his railroad fare when others hide under +he seats;

4e Give generously to the poor when others spend their moncy on themsclves;
Oe¢ Tell the truth when a lie looks safe and attractive: »

Ce Go to liass when others sleep;

7o Stop the foul mouth of a corponion:

Ce Study whilc others loaf;

Je Speak the charitable word while others backbite and slander.,
10¢ Take the pledge and keep it whilc others make fools of thomselves.

lcs, your futurc is in your ovm hands., Ho onec is foreing you to usc the many fine helps
Hotre Dame offers you for the development of a strong character; and while othors suffor =
your paronts, most of all - if you resist these helps, no one will suffer moroc than your
sclf, 1

Joe Eprdtgwpreqqg;OQ§'Wick@dnoss.

A neighbor of the Fords, who used to take the Ford kids end the Jclly kids (their cousins)
out for o walk whon they were little, toells that one of +the Little ilelly girls said to

her one day: "Do you know what Joe Ford did? Ie wont into church and went ripht into the
pew without genufloetingl Az he is fowr yeors old, and ought to know bottereesse Luk
you lnov how boys arci"  The tiographers of saints who go into raptures over instances

of infantilo plety wight have a hard time cxplaining this one away; but Joe mado his

First lloly Communiczn the next yoar, and filled in a pood many genuflections in the years
that followed,

Charity,

it gonn 7o ool bt digli

or the poor, i'e903 for lengal, . C,00. The sengal total is now .50+ this sonestor,
WALLSe Dtanley Liehiards has pnewsonia, Lay Honlonts father is ill, A docoasod rolaw
tive of _on Partlan and a docoasoed friond of Tom Jitchfliolds A& friond 111 with cancor,
Poter lielligott, an alumus, nembor of the Uy York Assorbly for nany yoars, died last
Sunday. .iight spoeial intentions,



