
Religious Bulletin 
January 29, 1931

Your Future Is In Your Own Hands•
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It is character that enables you to rise above environment, A good environment will
help to give you a good character, by inclining your will to perform good acts and giving

facility in performance through practice. But good environment may not always be
yours, and unless you learn now to perform good acts on principle, the chances are that
your character will not resist bad environment when you leave here. And that you will
meet with at least some bad environment is taken for granted; the world offers a surfeit 
of it#

An extraordinary measure of the grace of God is a part of your environment at ITotre lame i
and it is the grace of C-od that is the greatest factor in your character-development,
nowever, God cannon save your soul without your cooperation; neither can He strengthen
your character if you resist His grace. The faults you tolerate here will in all like*
lihood be much larger faults when you leave here, and they will be the nucleus of greater 
and more harmful faults in the future.

You have opportunities here to practice the things that make strong character, because 
you have unfavorable elements in your environment which you are called upon to resist, 
as well as internal temptations to set aside. And among your companions you may' find 
good and bad character, strong and weak character.

It is character, for instance, that causes a student to do the following things:

1, Practice daily Communion when his roommate neglects it;
2, ho his own work when he sees others copy;
3, Pay his railroad fare when others hide under the seats;
4, Give generously to the poor when others spend their money on themselves s
5, Toll tho truth when a lie looks safe and attractive; .
G, Go to Hass when others sleep;
7, Stop tho foul mouth of a companion;
8. Study while others loaf;
9* upeak tho charitable word while others backbite and slander.

10* lake the pledge and keep it while others make fools of thornselves.
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