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"On The Spirit Of Lent,"
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Tne Lenten Pastoral lefter of Bishop Chartrand, of Indianapolis, may well gulde your
.observance of this holy season:

"The mind of the Crurch 1s the wmind of Ged. The miud of the Church on anything, on
everything, is the minc of God on enything, on everything.

"The Church sets apart Lent as a season of penance and prayer; she exhorts the faithful
to practice, with greater earnestness and ‘ervour, what is at all times necessary for
salvation, ‘'Unless you do penance, you shall all likewise verish.,! =~ Luke, 13,3,

"That penance is a distinctly Ol

isbian visrtue and indispensable, was made sufficiently
clear by our Bliessed Lord, on numer | |

OUS 0CCASLONSy

"The great Apostle St. Paul beautifully deseribss “he spiritual exercise of pensnce, when

he refers te iv &s 'always bearing abuub in our bodiss the mortification of Jesus, that
® ar bodies,? 2°Core, 4:10s Therein is

g%

the 1ife also of Jesus may be mede wanifest in o
1mplied.the ennobling r0+1ve therein Lliss the grandest recompenseo

‘}:s-)

“W@‘I"@ it notv for 4‘31’18 untir Jﬂ% camonitions of the Churceh and her evermready iﬁ’inistra*bions
to aid man, how many soul hob?ﬂ‘&gpa&r before the judgment seat of God wholly*unpre-
pared and forfeit an sternity of haipiness. |

"Living in the aumosphere of rwdern pezenism, some of us may be tempted to complain
against the uo-called unreascunoble demands of cur Holy Roligion, The inevitable harde
ships of life, the modern demand un man®s nsrvous syptemg the artificial lives led by
many, the multiplication of luxvries and comforts, meke men unfit for the bodily aus-
terities practiced by our forefsthers,

"Tn sunswer to this complaint we can woint to She fact that during the centuries the
Church has continually lighbtensu her lawe ¢l ponence to meet the necessities of the times.
As a consequence., comparatively few nowaduys are bound to comply with the law of fasting
ang abstinence, |

"The Church, however, cannot verm.t hoer cnildren o arandon or forget entirely the need
B of pensnce, for she cannot fall in her divine task uf teaching the whole dootrine of

Jesus Christ, Hence Catholics, who are znet obliged to follow th, rules laid down by

| the Church with regard %o fag txnﬂ and &bu%*ﬂ@ﬁb@~’W¢& find, if they are serious with

God, many weys in which to exercise and keep active the wxrtuo of penance, so necessary

for our salvetion,

"Lent 1s a season of retirvement.  Catholics of spiribual refinement will abstain from
all Wb“dly amugements and ever:thiar vhich 411 @onpowt with the spirit of mortifiocation.
Daily essistance at the Toly Sacrilive of the Mass, dally recephlon of Holy Communion,
regular atiendance of tho }0I)ud At Leamben Levoslons, that ever-powerful and elevating
prayer, the Vey of the Croseg, are ir keoping wilh the true spirit of Lenton observance,
In the times through which wo arc Pdmunmgg aete of self-denial and help, in favor of the
poor and needy, will be a most ~eseptabls offoring in the alms<box of the wounds of Our
Divine Lord.

"We need a screon boTwoea pensnce nad Yoar, arnd thnt screen is love, We meed something
to hlde the wood of the Cross, and thetb scmntbiﬁg 1s vhe mengled body of the world!s
Redeemer. May the 3ight and the thaughb of Chrﬁsb Crucifiwd eg 316 us to off@r to ch*
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th& basb Lent wo have ever made,




