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Mixed Marriage Has Bad P o ss ib ilitie s

"There is  nothing, perhaps, so lik e ly  to lead to an "unhappy marriage as a difference in  
re lig ions between the contracting p a r tie s . Other differences are usually allowed fo r , 
o r, i f  not allowed fo r , they may, a t le a s t ,  be understood by both husband and wife.

'But in the m ajority of cases where there is  the fundamental difference of creed, the 
be,st-intentioned people are very often not able to  understand the a ttitu d e  of the ir 
partners. Religious doctrines- th a t have been ingrained in  men and women from th e ir 
childhood are not lik e ly  to be given up without a struggle j and i t  i s  the fa ilu re  of 
people to understand how sacred these doctrines are , e ither because these people have had 
no re lig ious train ing  themselves, or because they have been taught to  despise such doctines 
th a t leads to  much of the matrimonial s tr i fe  in  society .

"In spite of the experience of the past 'which is  w ritten  large so th a t he wo runs may 
read; in sp ite  of the warnings given by pastors and teachers to  prevent m arital d isa s te rs ,
i t  s t i l l  seems almost an im possibility  to make young people believe th a t th e ir  case la  not-
d iffe ren t, th a t they are net the one exception in  the hundred. The pre-nuptial days are 
so pleasant th a t these people t r y  to  convince themselves th a t a l l  the years to follow must 
be the same. In a recen t number of Harper’ s an anonymous w rite r, who confesses th a t she 
is  unable to understand her husband* s re lig io n , gives an insigh t in to  her ad ro it method 
of insinuating doubt" in to  the children*s b e lie f . From her a r t ic le ,  e n title d , "Who Sets 
The Children?" we quote the following:

"Vhat good would i t  do, fo r instance, for me to  storm against my daughter’ s 
learning the catechism? I f  I  calmly le t  her learn  the words -  which probably 

■ don’t  mean much to  her a t present, anyway,- I show her th a t I don’t  fear words, 
and now and then I  do get a chance to drop a question in  her mind as to whether
these words are to be taken as the f in a l expression of tru th . With both my son
Paul and my daughter Esther I have had such opportunities, when we have been 
alone and in the mood for exchanging confidences, to lead them to a questioning, 
thinking a ttitu d e , simply because I  have never objected to ro te learning of the 
catechism, but, in stead , have heard the lessons time a f te r  time.

a teaching especia lly  offensive to me has come up, I have sa id , ’Father be­
lieves th i s ,  and so do many other people. You should respect th e ir  opinion,
because we shaxl never discover what i s  tru e  without hearing, w ith a kind of 
reverence, what o thers believe. But mother doesn’t  agree with t h i s . 1 A fter 
explaining why I r e je c t  the doctrine, I  can easily  make the only request I  shall 
ever make of my ch ild  in th is  respect, ’Please think the matter over, and some­
time you may decide for yourself whether you agree with your fa th e r , with me, 
or with neither of u s . ’

This mother _probably signed promise., th a t she would not in te rfe re  with having the 
children brought up in  the re lig io n  of the fa th e r, and i t  may be w ith the best of in ­
ten tions th a t she pursues a course which seems to us lik e  an attempt to undermine th a t 
re lig io n  in  tne minds of her children* I t  may be a l l  due to her fa ilu re  to understand 
th ings, but who impending >,vils are none the loss disastrous regardless of what may be 
the cause." — The Ave Maria.

•  V-

To bring th is  homo to Metre Dame  ̂ wo take the lib e rty  of c iting  one local example of the 
harm done by such arrangementsu As the fa s te r  season drew to a close la s t year, the 
students who had fa ile d  to make th e ir  Faster Duty were called for personal interview s.
In one h a ll i t  was found th a t of the eleven re c a lc itra n ts , nine were the product of

^  which wus ac tiv ^  co n flic t on re lig io n  between the pare n ts .
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