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The following ceditorilal appeared recently in the Decatur Ierald:

"The University of Illinois lastexns to guiet rumors that the flunk=outs at the end of the
first semester ezcecded thnsc of any other years, The registrar's figures show that the

whole number dropped was 638, as compared with a total of 680 the last year, This is the

smallest number to be fluniked out in the last five years, ropresenting 5.6 per cent of the
whole number of students,

o
o

"Six hundred and thirty=eight is more students than has either Millikin, Knox, or Vose
leyane,  The university had to organize last September to take care of this number, only
o lose them at the end of the first half-year. Before these young people discovered,
or the faculty discovered for them, that they were not qualified to go on with college
work, the taxpayers were out somethinge Flunkers are wastors.

"het the university does no: disclose is why these students fsileds  Poor preparation

in high schools doubtless is one reason; laziness snd indifferemcc is another, and probe
ably the main one, Some tried hard, presumably, but clearly lacked the wit to go om.

"The University of Illinois, supportced out of public funds, does not draw a selected
groups  Any Illinols boy or girl who kas a high school cducation or its equivalent is
pormitted to enter without examinations The result is that overy froshmsn class is
gorged with misfitse  They have to be weeded outse The plen is democratic, bubt it is
unguestionebly expensive,” |

Thus far the problem of the University of Illinois -~ and of the state universitics in |
gencrale  Our local problem nas points of similarity and points of difforence, for Cathe

olic cducation has a wider purposc than scculer education and uscs somewhat different |
means to reach its end. |

otudents dropped at llotre Dame for low scholarship at tho end of the first quarter and
first scmestor constituted aopproximately 4.3 per cont of tho total enrollment, The rosg-
idence systom and the discipline at Hotre Deme arc designed to encourage study, and there
should be fewer failurcs here than in o sbate schoole Frequent Holy Communion 1s also

h

A rreat ald to studys you have hundrods of testimonials to this in the recent SUrVEY s

But there is anothir, ond much larger, sourcc of waste at otrc Damc. Cotholic cducas=
tion dovelops the whole mon - soul as will as body, will as woll as intellect, If ine
struction were the only objeet of cducation, the Catholic Church would be foolish to
spend so many millions on the orection of schools and the preparation of teachors, If
vhe strengbtnening of charactur were not the mein purposc of Catholic schools, thoy would
reprosent a gigantic waste of coffort,

You have been told over and over that you cannot ot an cducation at Notre Dame unless
ou 1ive in tho shobe of rriss - Lhod you ean zet something, bubt it will not be an odu-
cutlons  You have been told wlso that if you arve bemt on roing to hell it would bo far
butter for you to do co from o gstato universilty than from Jotre Dame, that JOUL r ¢ spon=
cibility would be loss as yonr spiritusl ignorsnce would be preabere  And TUb G axs
~en who come here from Catiiolic howes, spond four yeurs hore in total nogloet of the
svirdtunl oprortunitivs the University offors tran, and o out to Py otors tho world
g Hobre Dome men = vmolveg 4o bhe clothing of libhgoa Phord ot onh o seeaias o
vio would fadn pose ns lost cheeps Thile the Good Shophord wont oub in scarch of +he
saecp that was lost, e olso lot the prodigal weader wntil he was roducod to the husks of
FiLTERG S Hobort Fulton wnderwent an oporation for nppondicitis sesterdays  The grondmother
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