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H asting Honey on Education.

The following e d i to r ia l  appeared recen tly  in  the Decatur H erald*.

"The U niversity  of I l l in o i s  hastens to  q u ie t rumors th a t  the flunk-ou ts a t  the end of the
f i r s t  semester exceeded those of any other year* The r e g i s t r a r 's  f ig u res  show th a t the  
whole number dropped was 638, as compared w ith a to ta l  of 680 the l a s t  year. This i s  the
sm allest number to be flunked out in  the l a s t  five  years, rep resen ting  5.6 per cent of the
whole number of s tu d en ts .

"Six hundred and th ir ty -e ig h t  i s  more students than has e i th e r  H il l ik in , Knox, or Wes­
leyan. The u n iv e rs ity  had zo  organize l a s t  September to tak e  care of th is  number, only 
to lose them a t  the end of the f i r s t  h a lf-y e a r. Before these young people discovered, 
or the facu lty  discovered for them, th a t they  were not q u a lif ie d  to  go on with college 
work, the taxpayers were out something. Plonkers are wasters-.

"'.hat the u n iv e rs ity  does not d isc lo se  is  why these students f a i le d .  Poor p reparation  
in  high schools doubtless is  one reason; laz in ess  and in d iffe ren ce  i s  another, and prob­
ably the main one, Some t r ie d  hard, presumably, but c le a r ly  lacked the w it to  go on,

"The U niversity  of I l l i n o i s ,  supported out of public funds, does not draw a se lec ted  
group. Any I l l in o is  boy or g i r l  who has a high school education or i t s  equivalent is  
perm itted to en ter w ithout em m ination. The re s u lt  i s  th a t  every freshman c la ss  is  
gorged w ith m is f i ts .  They have to  bo weeded ou t. The plan i s  dem ocratic, but i t  is  
unquestionably expensive,"

Thus fa r  the problem of the U niversity  of I l l in o i s  -  and of the s ta te  u n iv e rs it ie s  in  
genera l, Our lo ca l problem has po in ts of s im ila rity  and po in ts of d iffe ren ce , fo r  Cath­
o lic  education has a wider purpose than secular education and uses somewhat d if fe re n t 
means to  roach i t s  end.

Students dropped a t  ITotre Dane fo r low scholarship a t  tho end of the f i r s t  quarte r and 
f i r s t  semester co n s titu ted  approximately 4 ,3  per cont of tho to ta l  enrollm ent. The r e s ­
idence system and the d isc ip lin e  a t ITotre Dame do signed to  encourage study, and there  
should be fewer fa i lu re s  here than  in  a s ta te  school. Frequent Holy Communion i s  also 
a groat aid  to  study; you have hundreds of testim on ia ls  tc  th is  in  the recen t Survey,

But there  is  another, and much la rg e r , source of waste a t  ilotro Dome. Catholic educa­
tio n  develops tho whole man -  soul as wc-11 as body, w ill  as wo 11 as in te l le c t .  I f  in­
s tru c tio n  wore the only object of education, the Catholic Church would bo fo o lish  to 
spend so many m illions on the e rec tio n  of schools and the p reparation  of teach e rs . I f  
tho strengthening of character were not the main purpose of Catholic schools, they would 
rep resen t a g igan tic  waste of e f f o r t .

t  rx bu havo boon told over and over that yon cannot got an education a t Rotrc Dame unless 
liv o  1% tbo state o f grace ~ that you oan got something but i t  w il l  not bo an odu- 

option. You have boon told also that i f  you arc bent on going to h u ll i t  would bo far 
, ',"tor f or you to do so from, a state univorsity than from Ilotro Damo, that your r cspon*
".ID l lx  uy would bo lo ss au your s p ir i tu a l  ignorance would bo groat or # And yoh there u r

who como ho re  irom Ga^holxo Ixomuĉ  spend four year *3 lioru in to ta l neglect of tho
Mpirioual op * *or tun it io r> tho Ihtivcr o ity  effo r t bsoi., and go out to parade before tho world
as Rotrc Gam - men ** wolvoo in tno clothing of la/ibo* Ana (hon there arc prodigal sons
, iio i/ould x idn pouu as loo t tittup* :jn.ilu hho Good Giivphord wont out in  search of tho
o>iuaL) that */as lost*  lie also lo t  luxe prodigal wuudvr u n til  ho was roduood to tho husks o f 
rr fine*

% Robort Fulton underwent an operation for appendicitis yesterday# The grandmother
Tory i l l #  A s is ter  of Hiss Laura Beaulieu, o f tho Director of Studios


