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"%en I was a student at Ilotre Dame I found myself in  some financia l d iff ic u lt ie s*  I 
went to Father Dorrissey, and he helped me out* I have never forgotten that kindness, 
and I am glad today to he able to reciprocate/'

With these words John P* Gushing prefaced his donation of (;300,000 for a new engineering 
building at Notre Dame -  the f i r s t  old student to  make such a g i f t  to the school* Edward 
H* Hurley, donor of the Commerce Building, is  an honorary alumnus; lire Cushing is  a gradu
ate of the Class of 1906@ Wm* P* Breen  ̂ of the Class of 1877, has endowed the co llege of 
Law magnificently; Dr* Cushing is  the f i i 's t  old student to donate a building*

These three men have understood thoroughly the two-fold purpose of Notre Dame, and they  
have emphasized the fa c t that here the sp iritu a l must always come fir s t*  lir* Cushing ex
pressed h is appreciation o f th is  in h is le t te r  of donation;

t$I  conceive th a t  an en g in ee r , speaking p a r t i c u l a r l y  b u t no t e x c lu s iv e ly  of my own f i e l d  of 
c iv i l  eng ineering , must be a man with a conscience in  his pro fession*  The g ra v e s t  o f  a ll  
n a tu ra l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  a re  oorne 'ey aim* fie w i l l  be re sp o n s ib le  fo r  human s a fe ty  and 
human lives*  He must know hi s m a te r ia ls  and h is  p r in c ip le s  of construction* He must 
respect the one and be fa ith fu l to the other/*

His college training had impressed these things upon him? and he found how true they were 
in  twenty-five years o f  p ra c t ic e  i n  h ie  p ro fession*  Hot l ik e  the  misguided m edical 
s tu d en t who thought o f  throwing aside h is  f a i t h  in  order to  make money, Hr * Cushing made 
r e l ig io n  the o rdering  fo rce  in h is  l i f e  and made h is way in  th e  world w ithout d e trim en t to  
h is  religion* And i f  we nay r i s k  of ending h is  modes by, we may add th a t  the  most p a te n t  
evidence of Hr* Cushing7 s C a th o lic i ty  i s  h is  la rg e  and happy fam ily  -  and o ld -sty le  fam ily  
of the size Cod loves and the world scorns today*

He concluded h is le tte r  to Father 0?Donnell with th is  appreciation of Notre Dame:

"Being deeply impressed with the needs o f 1-Iotre Dame and because I find at Notre Dome the  
conditions that make for the two-fold training of groat engineers in  a l l  the departments 
of engineering, a technical train::nr, ;knt ranks with the best and a training in character 
foundation nowhere excelled , and because I fool I owe Notre Dame a debt of gratitude which 
I can never fu lly  discharge. I ask you to  accept from me a g i f t  of )300,000 toward the e -  
rection of a h a ll of engineering/
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a T h u  date for tho Havana

Joe Thornton i s  in c r it ic a l  condition v 'th  pneumonia, 1 oouoir uf Jack Laux was ser iou sly  
injured in an auto accident* Five cpriiul' futcublcun,, Three thanksgivings*


