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Obituary of a lloble Experiment.

Accustomed as we were to colorful press notices of the "Experimental College" of the
University of Wisconsin, we weresomewhat talen aback at the please-omit=-flowers simplic-
ity of the anmouncenent, made some months ago, of the discontinuance of the experiment.
t'e have waited patiently for a friend!'s uclogy of the deceased, and our patience has
been rewarded == with an aubopsy. |

"A llost Lanentable Conmedy" is the title Professor Grant Showerman, of the University of
Tlisconsin, gives to his obituary notice of the "Guinea Pig College" (School and Society,
vole 33, no., 850, April 11, 1931), The gist of his findings scens to be that the child
suffered from malnutrition (which was due to paternal neglect snd raternal ineptitude)
complicated by valvular insufficiency, incompatibility, and softening of thebrain; and
that death came (mercifully) from spontancous combustion,

The paternal negleet was suppled by the Faculty of Letters and Science, which gave a
"yvote of courtesy" to the project when it was proposcd by the new president, Glenn Frank.
The Faculty voted with its tonguc in its cheocks The maternal ineptitude was supplied by
the erstwhile president of another college (ileikeljohn, of Amhcrst), a man of "ideas",
end his associates in the experiment., I!ialnubtrition resulted because the intelleceotual
fodder bought with the statets funds (lavishly supplied, thinks Professor Showerman) was
of thc monotonous, scurvy-producing type = Greek eivilization "in all its ramifications
and implicationse" |

Valvular insufficiency was the net result of no grades and !study for its own sake.!

The faculty was under compulsion; the studonts were note Incompatibility naturally grew
out of the "ill=judged and offensive" tactics of the sponsors and promoters of the thirty=
three "interrogational profundities" he finds in the report literature of the Experimen=
tal dircctor and his associates. For proof of spontaneous combustion we can only point
to the demarking=the=place-where=-the ~body-was-found in the pross notices that the experi-
nent was at an end,

o much for the ocxpuriment, Our larger intorest is in the gulnea nigs, the young men and
women wi.o were the lab material. Prof's Showerman gives us onc glimpse of them, in a
paragrapi witieh he tekes from o university official: "One of the chief reasons for the
foilure of the College is the utter abscnec of disciplines Its dircetor contended there
should be no discipline imposcd from oubside; if thore werc cny, it should evolve from
within the student group. Hesult == nonse cver ovolved, The College was an ulcer of
bad conduct from first to lasts  Thrue timoes as ruch breakage in windows, doors, plumb-
ing, firc hosc and furniture os in othor Adormitory units,”

=
T tax-poyers of the State of Tiscomsin pay oub many millions cach year to the State
Universibty for "smarter men and womrm." — One w.nders how soon they will be smart cnough
to ask for "botbor «en ond women."  And in the ceentine the Cntholic on the sidelines,
ronenibaring that bhuse sen and women have souls as well as bodies, would chenge the title
of Profe Choworman's artlele from "L Most Loswntable Couedy,™ to "in Avoldoble and lost
Leswntboble Trogedye.”  Searcd sonle arontt funy.

0y ﬁ‘i clz of o Lot You Carc About Your liothor.

IT you et coupht on n "big party"” tonight yourfirst thourht will be, "This will ill 1y
aothere vaptics end ilywvenes den'd aix, and there is o iovena for nolhors going om nowe
PRATLRD: Duccasod:s The notlup of o fallony, 1265 relatives of fidwe Fe Otilnlley and Jos,
e Dy aunt of Bill fyres; four frionds of studeuts, Ill: i, Krusice's fathor, gord=-
ously buracds a rolatdve of Fronlt Lollogygs o gront bonelnetnr of the atudontssy John

Tunnoy, -tosc illncss has eausod hils rotirement from school.  Five spoolinl Intontlons. r




