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Isould You Care To Read This Booh?
hull— i  m , M » | f  -  n r  , m  — . i — i u w .  , — i * ,  r m  ^ h  i i m i m i  ,w_  - ^ t w

-y Sins Of O iilssion, by Jacques Debout, i s  a new kind of s p i r i tu a l  book. The author i s
a French Acade: d c ia n , one of th a t  group of b r i l l i a n t  w r i te r s  who have l a t e ly  become so 
in te n s e ly  C a th o lic . ilis  book i s  so s tim u la tin g  th a t  you should read  i t ,  and to  whet 
your t a s t e  fo r  i t  the B u lle t in  pu b lish es  the  fo llow ing random ex ce rp ts :

"I accuse myself of being ign o ran t, w i l f u l l y  ign o ran t, of the p rayers  sa id  a t  Mass, s a t ­
i s f i e d  merely to  a tten d  -  in s tead  o f  tak ing  p a r t  -  to l l in g  ny beads, tu rn in g  the leaves 
of a com cnplace prayer-book, or humming s t i l l  nore corronplace hymns -  of being s a t i s ­
f i e d  even to  stand fchorc l ik e  a sen try , and of having thought th a t  I  was worshipping God 
by s i t t i n g  l ik o  and orderly- through twenty minutes every Sunday a t  the  l a t e s t  and s h o r te s t  
Mass, of having prayed a t  mass and o f having had Masses said  only w ith  a view to  my person­
a l  needs, fo rg e t t in g  t h a t  th a t  Commemoration o f  Calvary has above a l l  an o f f i c i a l  and u n i­
v e rs a l  c h a ra c te r ,  of having p e rv e r ted  to  the  solo  form of a p e t i t io n  such of the words of 
w orship, c o n t r i t io n  and thanksgiv ing  as I could remember, th in k in g , fo r  example, th a t  the 
prim ary o b jec t of a c e r ta in  nurioer o f  n a i l  Marys was not so much to  do honor*to the 
Blessed V irgin  as  to  secure success in  some exam ination." -  Page 12.

V I aocuso_ myself of having considered A ll Souls* Day ra th e r  as *ihe hew Tear day o f the  
dead,* of having paid then merely a ceremonial v i s i t  and l e f t  r.iy c a rd . I  accuse myself 
of th ink ing  th a t  I had discharged a l l  ny o b lig a tio n s  to  the dead in  the  war by having 
been novod a t  the  unveiling  of t h e i r  monument as  I  l i s te n e d  to  an o p e ra t ic  s e le c t io n  'and
th e  speech d e liv e red  b; the Deputy L ieu ten an t."  -  Pages 14, 15,

"Our f r ien d s  a rc ,  as a m atter of f a c t ,  people o f e x c e lle n t s tand ing , and we do no t t o l e r ­
a te  anybody n o t in  S oc ie ty . So w, are  frequen t c a l le r s  on Mr and Mrs a divorced 
eoupjo, but the  w ife i s  a well-known singer and the  husband i s  in  th e  C iv il  S e r v i c e , , . , ,

i s  always a f r a id  of being behind fash ion  and I behind o p in io n . I  th in k  th a t ,  
being so, wo serve our r e l ig io n  very  e f f e c t iv e ly ,  a ltho  gn in d i r e c t ly ,  by making people 
overlook the  f a c t  th a t  we havo any,

" Is  i t  not. a re f re sh in g  thought to  bo able to  say to onese lf :  'A part from twenty minutes 
a week we aro  ju s t  l ik o  other foil:? *

f t  A4had i t  i s  im possible no t tc  foo l a l i t t l o  n rido  on hearing an o x -c o lle c to r  of ta x e s  say 
w ith a sigh: *Aht i f  only a l l  C atho lics  wore as broad-minded as you are*,*" -  . i d - a 5

"I had a f r io n d , a churning, shy nan. I f  ho had hud the courago to  ask  no fo r the  f iv e  
or s ix  pounds which I kept nor-looting to  re tu rn  to  him, ho n ig h t have taken  the l i t t l e
ho liday  and enjoy-d the mouthful of a i r  h is  poor lungs craved." rage 50,

There are  n in e ty  pages of t k  s , e x q u is i te  th ru s ts  .m th i s  charming, l i t t l o  volume. I f  
you fu e l  1 h a t ynur soul can c i-nd  up under t h e i r  la s h ,  ask the iro f - .c t  of ..eligion fo r a
coir-.

" I t  Is  Tina To Try R elig ion ,"

bishop >lj.« ,i jm sterful declara tion  on tho ev ils  of Him day, which vented wide oons.nt 
alien i t  w‘.J issued a month ago. has bean issued as a go. p h le t ,  'iL, rue' : uu • pond
sup ’ly .  " i t  th points of f a s  s ta te -sca t ta.11 in mind: the; wi] 1 e,;.; 1 yen h ,' hindlo 
c ; r ta in  s i tu.a■ ions vldch w ill a r i s e ,
^TvIHTs v ron  'e in b o l t* a f a t . . - r  has j u s t  undergone an opera tion  fo r aru-vR dieitis , Frank 
: .oo* r u  i t e r  * s 1,10 hh<.r i s  in  dorp, r  o f an o p e ra tio n . nugh Farr oil* s b ro th e r  died th ii  
Burner» Five sp ec ia l in te n t io n s «


