Uldwoweonty [ Leowro Lue
Religious Bulletin
October 15, 1931

Bloclkhead Seniorsas

(Ve say "Dlockhead Senicrs," not "Senior Blockheads," because the latter are all dead -
and buried in hell. That's where the complete blookhead goes,)

The following lebter calls for corment:

"Dear Father: Permlt me to inform you that I have encountered twa cases of ilotre Dane
alwmi who have fallen away from the Church. I have also heard indireotly of others.
This situatiocn strikes me as being deplorables What the University or the alwml can do
to remedy this lack of Faith I do not knowe

"I have spolen to one of these men, but without success. He is married to a non=Cathe
olic girl, ocutside the Church, e contends that he cannot convince his wife that they
should be re=married by & priest. iie lacks confidence in his ability to discuss the
religious issue with his wife,"

The first thing the University, the alumni, and the students can do about it is to pray
for these posr fellows who fall awey. Thelr situation is far worse than that of the
average Catholic who falls away, for the more graces one rejects the greater is his res-
ponsibility.

The second thing the alwmil cen do is to try to drag such fellows to a priest, who, with
his wide experience and his ability to put on the stole and give absolution at the psy~
chological rwouent, 1s in far better position than the alummus to bridge the real gap =
confession,

The thing the Sulletin can do 1s %c strive with might and mein to Imock the concelt out
of blockhead seniors befcre they become alwmil.

Pagan ideas cateh their fancy = because pagan life appeals to their lower natures -~ and
their confidence in themselves is so complete that you can't shale them out of thelr
lethargys As we sald lazst year, there are uany Protestant boys here who are better Cath-
olics than scie of the boys whe have corme to ilotre Dame with & proud Cathollic heritage
behind thems There are Protostants here who never mniss ilass on Sunday, who say the beads
daily, who melte visits %o the church and Grotto, and who lead lives that would shame many
a Catholio, Like ilahatna Gandhi, they do not become Catholics because thoy find so nuch
contradiction between itz falth and the lives of so rany Catholiocs,

Here is one point for tham to geb inbo their thiek hoads (others will follow from time to
tine): Tixed uerriage as a path to happiness is a chimera. In the resent alumni survey,
35 out of 1% married mexn had non~Catholic wives. Fourteen of thesc men voluntecred the
worning to others to Mesz out of inixed marriages; six others had left the Church; not one
of the renelndsr advisecd rdxed narriage. Thirty~scven alwmi had merried converts, and
26 of these belonged teo e e¢lasses between 1ULS and 1925 ~ the tile when the Llan was
strong; between 1926 and 1930 only sne had narried a convert, end 8 had narried non-Cathe
olics = and thore were only 46 marricd nen in this pgroupt Do you want the Xlan to rise
agoin?

Thore are suesessful nizod nerriagus; we !mow thals  done of the alwml hove reported ,
thea, howover; lzeep that fact In nind. And pray for onouph sense to malio something oub ;
of your senlcr yoar ~ perhaps the last chance God will plwve you to be o high=class Cathcllos
A S 0 6y v g vo e :
PRATERS: Jose Pilon's father died reoontlys iasses tomorrow norning: at 6:350 in the Serdn
chancl, for :lubts and kd Streb's fatliors abt 6:35 in the Church, for John Iulhorn's father, g
who dlcd yesterdays Chicago Club please note. A brother of Uros. Aloysius dled Viednosday. |
Throe spceial intentiomss A rolative of Francls Shaplro is wvery ill. ’
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