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Sir Arthur Xeith's Brain At Work.

Sir Arthur Xeilth's crecdesesesee 72y be sumried up as follows: we are all descended fronm
apes, and the sooner we realize this the better. There is no such thing as & human

soul, "the soul is but a neme for the manifestations of the living brain.” There is no
future life, no such thing as personal immortality, "the gift of immortelity is for the
race, not for the individual," and the desire of inmortality is a sin of the flesh to be
conquered ans suppressed, If I add that he admits design to be manifest everywhere and
hence that "we rwust postulate a Lord of the Universe, give iiim what shape we will," you
have before you the substance of this sclentistts creed, It is after all a sinple creed:
we must postulate a Lord of the Universe whether iie exists or not, we are all descended
from nonkeys, and at death we all perish forevers

As if to imply that there is no room for doubt regarding the articles of this creed, Sir
Arthur speaks modestly of some other questions, such as the origin of life, the culmina-
tion of life in hurman form, end the final purpose of mant's existences  "The humen brain,"
he says, "1s a poor instrument to solvc such ulbtimete problems." Itts a pity he didn't
advert soomer bto the poverty of the human braine. Iad he done so, he nmight possibly have
taken Sir James Jean's adviee and left off malking pronouncements; he might perhaps have
waibed to find the "amissing link” before assuring us so confidently of our "ape=like
ancestors;” and I believe he would have rcfrained fron denying so stoubly the existence
of the humen soul on the strungth of sueh arguments as he advences dgainst ite Thus =
to take one exarwle = he argues that since there is a great resemblance between the brains
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of apes and those of men, ard since there is no reason to belisve that apes have souls,
therefore there is none for believing that men haves  But surely, whatever be the re=
semblance between the brains of apes and of men = a mabtter about which I Ymow nothing =
there 1s a reasoi, and a very cogent one, for looldng in man for something not found in
the apes For imstence, Sir Arthur will readily admit, I feel sure, that there is a vast
difference as to intelligenece between, let us say, the clevwerest ape and the poorest
scientist; and to the majority of markind this difference appears so vast as to call for
in the sclentist not merely a more developed brain, but something of a wholly different
and superior kind, something which we call a human soule Yet, marvellous to say, this
world of difference, which lies at the heart of the whole matter, is passed over by Sir
Arthur in complete silencel

Sir Arthur has the courage, or rather the imprudence, to raise the gquestion as to how this
creed of his would work in zracticce This is his reply, which I consider &« real gom: "If
men believe, as I do, ‘that this present earth is the only heaven, they will strive all the
nore o weke heaven of ite To feel thet we are mere birds of pdssage, only temporary
probationtrs, 1s not conducive to the best conductl." I think the uneonscious huwor of
that reply would b hard to beats  Certainly, if men belicved this earth She only hoeaven,
many of them would strive to meke the wnost of it, even if, to use & slang phrosc, they
"made koll" in thoir efforte Yos, they would strive, cven at their noighborts expense,
and who ecould bleame then?  If the poor man believed thore is no futurce 1life, who could
blome hin for trying to heve the bost possible tine in this?  Who could blame in very
muell for theft or robbery or adultery, or even murder, in his quest for his earthly
heeven, the only heaven he esuld hope to enjoy?  Equally rich is Sir Arthurts iaplication
that the Christian belief that we are all birds of passage, thet is to soy, destined for

o future lifo of bliss or rmisery according to our conduet here, is not g0 conducive to

the bost conduet ag his own erced, whiech derdives us all from apes, and at death condoms
us all to nothingiuss. :
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-~ Cardinal liacRory, "lodern Propbuts and the Christian Feith."



