ey P ERIP ™ oy oen

Religious Bulletin
:lovenber 7, 1931

They Heard llot The Voice OF Peter.,

On August 1, 1917, when the Great War was four years old, Pope Denedict XV addressed hime
self "To the Leaders of the Belligerent Peoples" in a strong plea for peace. As a basis
for mnegotiations to this end, he proposed the following stipulations:

le That the moral force of right be substituted for the material force of arms, and
that armement be reduced to a point consonant with public order;

2e That arbitration, with appropriate penalties, be substituted for arnies;

Se That there be true liberty of communication and commumity of the seas;

4e That there be complete and reciprocal condonation of the damages to be repaired
end the war expenses;

5. That occupied territory be restored, and thet in the solution of ancient vexed
territorial questions, such as those between Italy and Austria, Gerrany and
Frence, Poland, Armenia, the Balkan States, consideration be had for the a8pli=-
rations of the peoples involved,

Gernany's reply showed respeetful interests. President Wilson replied for the Allies.

In substance ne steted: "The object of this war is to deliver the free peoples of the
vrorld from the menace and the actual power of a vast militeary establishment, controlled
by an irresponsible government... This power is not the German peoplceees We cannot take
the word of the present rulors of Germanye.eee We must await some new evidence of the pur=
poses of the great pooples of the Central Powers." B

That closzd the incident. The War went on for another fourteen months, its horrors wn=-
ebateds Then came the revolution of the German people and the dmmfall of the Kaiser,
and Wilson went to Burope to set the world on a new foundation of fourteen vointss ile
was practically a broken man when he returned; he had found that Wilhelm was not the only
Ealiser in Zurope and that fair promises could be broken by other than Germen govermments.,
Freedom of the seas was o myth; oll, not popular aspirations, determined new territorial
boundaries; might ruled to crush opposition; secret undsrsbandings invalidated open prome
ises; suspiclons, fears, and hatreds centuries old dictsted policies. Greeks slew Turks
end threw their bodics over the sea=wall ot Smyra whilc the allied fleet, with the Stars
end Stripss ot the head, looked to protect Greek ocoupstionees ond s0 one

"The day of roparatiocns is past," seid Denedicts They hecded nots  France ripped open
the Ruhr snd Saar Valleys for coal, and closed the mincs of Wales. Gernan factories
worked mignt and dey on reparations goods, and shut dovz English factorics. Bngland,

o bring back the pound sterling, sold South American cxehenge for dollars, =and wrecked
~he pesce  Finally Americs found her foreign narkets dsstroyoed by the inebility of
poreign ecuntrics to buye The arable lands opened up ty the needs of thet last year of
par cut in on our nartots for grain; Comaunisn, greatly strengthencd in Burope by Wilsonts
.ppeal to the Germon people to rid themselves of the neiser, Look firmer roots in Russia,
ad the Ssviet took %o dunping goods to bont dovm our prices.

sterialisz still ruled = nightees mochinerye.se the dollare  We wore told in the lost
cresidentisl compedign that we wore o greater people than any other becouse wo had more
abonobil s, iwre tolephonss, nore radios per copitoe  Our mrdors, our broken homes,
ur strangled babies, our couponionate marriasges wore nas mentioncd. oithor was our
rafte  Lsithor vas our fading sense of business homor,  leithir was nup blasphemy.

e world suffers beenuse it heeded not the volce of Pokor, who spolce throush Benedicet.
botor has spolien agrin, through Pluss  Like the Prodigel Son, God will o ug back, and
‘ive us our daily bread, if we will do His wille Will we houd +his tiue?




