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"The Higher Yearning."

Brother Leo, F.S.Ce, Of St. lBry's College, California, recently caught the Princeton
Seminary Bulletin in an interesting typographical error: "Threoe hundred thousang fresh-
men will enter Anerican imstitutions of higher yearning mext fall."  Catching then on
the rebound, Srother Leo has this to say of the matter (in the San Francisco tlonitor):

"Seriously, however, a college is an institution of both yearning and learninge. And
sometimes, if the learning is headless, it is only because the vearning is heartlesse.
In plain English, we can't learn if we don't yearn; and, conversely, we can't yearn
wisely if we don't learn intelligently,  lext time some public speaker in scarch of sa
thene or some correspondent with the iteh for writing to the editor cobeys that inpulse
to tell the world whet is wrong with our colleges, he night find a measure of lnspire-
tion in the ststement of the Seminary Bulletine. After all, what IS wrong with our

colleges?

"Ever so many defects have been listed by ever so many critics., We are *told that col~
lege professors ere mostly fishy individuals, that too much attention is given to non=-
cultural sctivities, that the nodern method of estirmating & student®s progress in terms
of units is fundomentally perniclous, that there are too many courses and not enough
unified work, that thousands of students are oxposed to education but that in most cases
the education doesn't take, | ,

w*
"For my part, after a fair number of years actively devoted to college life and college
work, I am comvinced that a majority of the popular objections to college have no velid
foundatione. For instonce, the cormwon assumpbion that college students are not serious
and respectful and hunble minded is emphstically wrong. On the contrary they usually
teke things too seriously = themselves ineluded. Intellectually they are timid, con-
ventional,. conservative. They src too prone to hug their intellectual shackles; they
cerry the holy virtue of humillity almost to excess.

"But what, in ay opinion, is wrong with our colleges I find suggested in the misprint

n the Princeton Seminary Bulletin, Our colleges are not as good as they should be
simply because there is not enough yearning iu thewm = yearning on the part of the students
and yearning on the part of the faculty. = Yearn for what? Yearning for spiritual regl-
iticss Plenty of young men come to college becausc they lmow that a college education
is likely to increase their earning cepacity. liany worc come becauss they desire the
prosbige which a college degree gives. They ere not shirlzers or loafoers. They work
hard enough in en uninspired, routine, mechanical way, but they do no% 1ift their faces

to the stors.

MTE is much the same with the instructors. They arc almost painfully consclentious.
They possess scholarly buekgrounds, scholarly ambitions, scholarly assoclations.  Bub
in practice they are humdrum, rule of thumb, pedestrian.  They have less 'elan vital!
then o strond:d codfisli.ess The supreme teacher, I caphaticeally hold, is the maxn who
yonrns and is able to orcuse yeoarnlag in hie sbudonbs. e is a wman of desires aud he
mokng thew vien of dosirice.  Religlon, swisic, Titerature, art - such things are formal
end dull unless vitalized by o wighby yearning.

- "IP you want to be pessinistic, here 1s an opportunity: a good many college students do
“not yeern ab all or do uot yrorn afdor the right thingse.  They ney luarn o lot; bub

Cwhot doos yeerning profit thuw witiwut the groce of GodTesss Blessed are they that
carn, for thuy shall atiain unto powor and poocos”

%ﬁAf@RS} Con imyes, of Corby tall, is in tho hospitel with an atback of pleurisy.

Leo Fagan's mothor hasg suffercd o stroke, and is in a stato of vomas Four speoial
intentions. .




