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"Beatus Vires.o"= A Thanksgiving Reverie,

"Blessed is the man that is found without blemish, and hath not gone after gold, neither
hath he put his trust in riches, nor in treasure, Who is he, and we will call hinm
blessed? For wonderful things hath he done in his life." =~ Ecclus. 31:8.

"John of the Cross was born of godly parents at Fontibere, in Spain.... So burning was
his desire to suffer thet when he was nine yeers old he gave up any softer bed, and used
Yo lie on potsherdss 1In his youth he devoted himself as a servant in the hospitel for
the sick poor at lledine del Campo, and embraced with eager charity the meanest offices
there, his readiness likowise exciting others to imitate hime Ile obeyed the call to
higher things, and cntered the Order of Our Blessed Lady of HMount Carmelsesse Iie declared
war against himself as his own worst cneny, and carried it on by depriving himself of
slecp and food, by iron chains, by whips, and by every kind of self=torturcses.. The sale=
vation of his neighbors was one of his dearest longings, and he was unwearied in preache=
ing the Word of God, and in administering the Sacramentseese”

John of the Crosse.sss there are such peopleeess found without blemisheess they have not
gone after gold nor put their trust in richeseses Therets a story of a sulcidc in the
poor house in the morning papereess it isn't often you run across thats.ees plenty of
brokers do ite.eee doctors, lawyers, judgesSeess bankers, no endyeee they pubt their trust
in riches, in health, in talent, in what the world calls succesSeess 5illy, bub truceee
silly, bub how tragicl..ee the bank fails and their nerves snapsess their shrowdness
goes out like a lightes.s The poor have no gold to put their trust ineess they are
frec to "consider the 1lilies of the fieldesee" they "have not hore a lasting cityees"

John of the Crossesss what a beautiful namel  He knew what it was to take up his cross
daily to follow Christsees The sophisticates throw mud at himeess look at their dirty
handseess he is without blemishesses chaste as a lilyesee Why should he load his frail
body down with choins? Why should he deny himself sleep and food and scourge his tender
frame?  Because his liaster was without blemish end ie was scourged and crowned with
thorns and nailed to the Crossess. ond e said: "I any men will come after Me, let him
teke up his cross daily and follow lies" The servant did not lay down the conditionSeess
it was the !msterd

Godly perenisseee what a world of blessing is paclked into those 1ittle words. Poor

of fspring of ungodly parontsesse what chance have they got these days?  Poor kidsy

They cen't take iteess their spines crack undor the strain of a little deprossioNesse
and no one has taught thom to scck God for comforteese they haven't the dough for a
night club any more, to drown their silly little sorrowse... thoy sit and moan and there
is no one to comfort thoemeeee. their cars never trained for the volee of Truth, they
cennot hear it NoOWeesee

Thank God for the depression if it will teach these poor kids somethingeess even if 1t
enly keeps the next gencration frowm the purils of sophisticationesss God might have
chosen e plaguc to curc us of our love of the worldesee the flu nmight even come back to
SCOUrge USssse dapon and Russia might yet marshell the hordes for the overthrow of
civilizationsees such things heve happoned in the pasteses thore comes a time whon God
says, "because thou art lukewoarn, and neithor cold nor hot, I will begin to vomit thee
out of my moubhe" The poor arc not suffering if they esrn heoeven by thoir pabience;
tho rich will not suffer if thoy learn charity = and justico. Thank God for the
depression if by it we stop trying to scrve Mamiona

PARLY COMMUJION TilURSDAY, Sorin, 5:10 on; church, 6:30 on, FPHAYERS: Walter Johnson
and Tony Grasso ask prayers for sick relatives, ANIIIVERSARIES: liove 26, Wilbur
Shechants fothers Hove 27, Jose poocok!s fathor,




