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The Publicity Racket.

"The foothall ballyhoo has made Ilotre Dane a by=-product to football.  Thinking ilotre
Darie alumi are mot pleascd with this. Thoy would like to sec their school tal ked of
as the intellectual and cultural center of the Iiiddle “estse I note that VWest Point is
alweys careful to see that as many stories pertaining to the fact that the Acadeny is a
training school for United Statbes Arny officers get into the pavers as stories about
vhelr football heroes.  You can always find a storw about the educational advantages
of Yale, Princetorl, ii .. .. and Colunbiace."

This comient 1s fror. the stale~bread reporver of a certain strap-hangers! gazette who
lost his temper recontly when his reading public rebuked hin for picking fotre Dame to
lose the Penn Game. S*nce we are interested neither in him nor in his paper, we would
allow the matter +to pass were 1t not that his censure 1s sometires passed locallye.

The iHew York Times Index for 1930 lists 8 1/5 colums of items of stories about Columbisa
(exclusive of football stcries), Princeton gebs 6 ]/é colums, Yale § l/% Harvard 4 l/é,
ilew York Univorﬁi%y 6, CgCeﬁaYo 4, Cornell and West Point, 2 colurmns each. Turning to
the liiddle eat we find t Chicago gets 2/0 of a column, iichigan l/é, Wisconsin 1/2,
Hotre Deme 1/4, end Illinois 1/5.

We just happen to know that the budget of one of the institubtions listed above provides

250,000 a year for publicity, and does so because 1t regards publ 1oity as an asset to
endowﬂsuu, dis Obhea'wardh, it is a “ga@ywnaﬁlng propesition. Corparing idotre Dame's
nodest outlay for this seme purpose with the quarter-willion investment of this other
institution we find thaﬁ che results, so far as Notre Iane are concernced, are extremely
favorable: Notrc Dame appears to recsive about three *irwes as much educational publicity
per dollar as this other institution, and five times as nuch favorable educotional pub-

licitys

Of the eighteen items listed for the Unliversity of Wisconsin, eight refer to the ill-
starred Experimental College and %o the oxperilumcnts which succceded ity two more items

refer to the dispute about accoepting Rockefeller *ifts; one 1s Judge Allegrettils de~
nuneiation of Wisconsiuy as a "hotbed of radicalisaeh

tueh of the wpublicity accorded the wniversitics in Lew TYork end vicinity is, of course,
purely local in character; some of it is "educational™ only by courbesys  Among the
Columbis items, for instancs, we find the following: "Sophorores break through skylight
on freshmen at Ville Pesteurant:” "Sophomores bind rivals;™ "Ville Re twurant sues for
“ul 000 demages;™ "Bxperiiwnt to provide speeial study for athletes found successful;”
Speetator poll shows average neu thinks collcge studont is loafor;" "Dinner of Var
vabies class;” "Third student expelisd for throwing things fron windows;" "Fiftcon under-
rraduates plcled lov ileipho Phevaoh hallet;™ and so forbh,
The novel, the bizarece, o frealiisi In professorial ubberances end in sbudent lif'e make
good copy for the Lumg rw roporbor o' the heetie headliner; the sober truth about spire-
itunl schieveient Lg bbL»Jd newi.  There 1s a pook of Deeds that records lotre Dame's
major cchleveuents. LY Solls ol the sacrifices that Lave bound her bricks together, of
the oceaslional hurst of rwuuroﬁLty Wil hoag supplemented her offorts in the ficlds of
art and selence, and of +the pruyer wibte whicli ghe wops God's blessing on evory day!s
worke uut above all theso Hhings wiat Loolk tells of ;ro?gn characters woade whole again,
of 1ittle souls iuspired Ho proatness, and ot preat souls stiumlated to even braver deeds
of gelf-conquusght, As long as Hotre Dunwe men give their Aluwe vator good publielty in
hoaven she will not carc if thoir nwacs end de ada never sell a paper on the corner. If
they cease to be honest men eand good husbends end fathers she will olose hor doors.




