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“Te dislike to take Dr. Broasied to tzsk. iis age, his years of hard work in the field
of archeology, and the very dignity of his profession dermand respects Bubt he has gone
beyond the range of deeency in his rccont utterances at the dedication of the Oriental
Institute at the University of Chicagzo, and his impertinence should not paess unrebuked .
e take it that he was quoted correctly in the papers; a week has passed since his speech
was reporbed and no letter of correction has aprearcd. “he offensive passage reads:

UNot projected from the ocutside into a world of umworthy men by sowe mystic process which
our old school theologiars call inspiration or revelstion, bub springing out of mants own
life, illumining the darkmess of social disillusionment and inner conflict, a glorious
vindication of the worth of nan, the dawn of the age of consclence and character broke
upon the world, a historisally datable event, about 2,000 B.Co"
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To illustrate his thesis (or perhaps to prove it = for he gives no other evidence to save
himself from the cherge of gratultous assumption) he cites two exhibits., One is & collec~
tion of painted limesbone figures teken from the tomb of o cemetery official of 5,000 years
ago; they represent his household "emgaged in grinding flour, nixing and making bread,
brewing beer, slaughtering cebile and poultry end cooking then," and so forths The other
is an inscription inside = coffin “eontaining the earliest intimetions that happiness in
the next world will be dependent  on worthy meoral conduct in this world." He dates the
murzy of this coffin perkaps 500 years later “‘han the censtery officials Then he adds:

"Today you may walk between rhese two cases in the museun and, standing there, contemplate
the original evidences, the actual tokens of the supreme transition in the life of man in
its rise from savagery bto civilizataon; the first deleat of raterialisn - the earliest
dawn of conscience, the discovery of character, the emergence of social idealisme =~ This
tremendous transition went on as a process entirely independent of religions It trans-
formed religion, however, for it brought forth for the first time a god of brotherly kind=-
ness. TWhile men lived as tillors of the soil they discerned only a god of fertility;
when the stete arose end men caught their first vision of a supreme personality they
called their god & king. = Then when soclety developed and the friction and ferment of
social struggle had taught men kindzess and forbearance, they saw a god of character and
of brotherly lkindncss whom they callsd !the good shepherd,® two thousand years before the

Good Shepherd of Christian faith."

By that same procs-z -7 - Lsonlng ws can prove thet iderbert Hoover never existed. Let
us suppose & scens in the attic Archeologleal Congress of B Ds 6,931, Dre Procopius
Pretzelbender has just reosd his papsr on President Ioover and the Moratorium of 183L.

fle is receiving the plavdits of his learned colleagucs when Dr. Adolphus Windbag arises,
gravely adjusts his spectacles, and announces: "1t hurts re more than 1t hurts Dr.
Pretzelbender, bus I nmust denounce hin as e fraud, There was never sSuch a man as
lerbert Hoovers I heve Loro o cosk book of the year 1981, and I find in it not a single
wmention of lerbert Loover, not so roach as e fried chicken, o cocktall, or a leaf of
lettuce named for hinm,"

Dr. Lreasted and his fellov-armosbics have spoent millions of dollars grcavabing in Africa
and the Levent in o vain sttompt to dlsprove the historical character of the Scriptures.
What +hey have cuccceded in doing is to confirm, bit by bit, the claims of “the Bible to
authenticity. Dr. brosshtedts own eollacblon will confirn the languapc, the topography,
the peography of the Iocaic account. Vas Moses deocoived?  The thought is impossible

if you read his account sitentively, Could lLie have deccived the Jows?  Could ho have
ned & motive far so doing?  Impossible. And Moses tells us whore the soul began and
whore charactor began. God lots puoply mwke fools of themselves when thoy are too
wrapped in their own coneeit., Dr. droasted should stlck to his shovel and let clearer
heads interpret the mumnies he uneartha.




