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A Journalist S n ells  a Rat*

"High-powered press agentry has entered the f ie ld  of in te r c o lle g ia te  a th le t ic s*  -  The 
1931 season that has ju st concluded w itnessed a narked decline in  grid iron  gate r e c e ip ts  
and thousands o f seats have been vacant in  the big stadiums on many Saturdays in  str ik in g  
contrast to  the se ll-o u ts  o f  other years* -  And the d irectors o f a th le t ic  p u b lic ity  at 
the b ig  co lleges are being ca lled  upon to  u t i l i s e  th eir  cunning to f i l l  those empty seats 
next fa l l*

"During football*  s "Golden Bra," fron 1924 through 1930, the a th le t ic  p u b lic ity  p osts  
have been easy chair job s. The d irectors have had l i t t l e  to do other than supervise  
the d istr ib u tio n  of passes and give out a certa in  amount of inform ation about the team 
at the co llege  for which they work to the fo o tb a ll reporters* For years the standing 
room on ly  sign has been out at a l l  the big fo o tb a ll games. In fa c t t ic k e ts  have been 
sold  out weeks before the actual c o n f l ic t .  The gentlemen who con tro lled  the purse 
str in g s  of the a th le t ic  a ssocia tion  treasu ries regarded the cost o f a th le t ic  p u b lic ity  
as a so rt o f necessary e v i l  in  the pre-depression era ,

"Today these same gentlemen look to th e i r  p u b lic ity  men to keep re c e ip ts  a t  the  ga te  
near the peak. College p u b lic ity  d ire c to rs  who have m aintained a d ic ta to r i a l  a t t i tu d e  
toward newspapermen have suddenly become f r ie n d ly .  The fo o tb a ll  team th a t  ta k es  a t r i p  
nowadays i s  accompanied by a p u b lic ity  man* lie v i s i t s  the newspapers in  the  c i t y  where 
the game i s  to  be played and d is tr ib u te s  photos of the  players, in fo rm ation  about every  
p layer fro n  c a p ta in  to low ly scrub, A mass of p u b lic i ty  copy about th e  m erits  of th e  
team th e  ?*A, re p re se n ts  i s  a lso  l e f t  in  h is  wake,

"Because of the widespread in te r e s t  in  fo o tb a ll  the newspapers undoubtedly w i l l  use a  
la rg e  p o rtio n  of the m a te r ia l whereas i f  i t  p e rta in e d  to  any o th er fo ra  of amusement 
th e  p re ss  sheets would f in d  th e i r  way to  the wastebasket w ithou t fu r th e r  ado. John 
Public  becomes convinced th a t  Saturday* s game i s  going to  be a whale of an a f f a i r  w ith  
a  wonder team p lay ing  a t  the  lo c a l stadium . The pub lic  tu rn s  out and the  team the  p ress  
agent re p re se n ts  ( i f  i t  happens to be playing on percentage) g e ts  a la rg e  cut out o f the  
r e c e ip ts  for i t s  end* I f  the v is it in g  team i s  playing for a guarantee, the home school 
b e n e fits  and w i l l  be anxious to book the v is ito r s  for an appearance at more money the  
fo llow in g  year*

"The p arly  games of th e ,1931 season indicated  th at attendance would not be up to  the 
"Golden Bra" figures* With the big games approaching, the co llege  press agents racked 
th e ir  brains for ideas to  in ter est tbo public* -A few that smacked of the press agent 
flavor fo llow ;

"The Old Oaken Bucket, symbolic of fo o tb a ll supremacy between Purdue and Indiana, was 
reported stolen* I t  was recovered in  time for the game* -  Anonymous le t t e r s  were r e ­
ceived  by players on the Minnesota fo o tb a ll team offerin'* thorn 01500 for "throwing" the  
game to  Wisconsin* ho trace of the author of the le t te r s  was every discovered. -  The 
L it t le  Brown Jug, the trophy Michigan and Minnesota f if  \ , for on the grid iron , was a lso  
reported sto len  and tk i story  received columns o f p u b lic ity . -  A ll o f th ese  incidents  
were recorded by newspapers throughout the nation , The s to r ie s  naturally  aroused in ­
ter  oat %nd i t  i s  l ik e ly  th at th' rate receip ts were boosted by the a c t iv i t i e s  of the 
press agent c lan .

"Thoro was a time when th ea tr ic a l press agents encountered l i t t l e  d i f f ic u lty  in  g e ttin g  
"puffs" into the public prints* Tho paid p u b lic ity  brigade became more and more bold  
in  i t s  schemes and the newspaper: gradually bocamw wary about what entered tho nows eel' 
umns* Apparently fo o tb a ll i s  passing through tho same c y c le , Public in te r e s t  in  tho  
gome, i t  i s  agreed, reached the rook in  1929* Thu big stadiums wore constructed to  &c 
commodate peak oorwdo and extraordinary e ffo r ts  are l ik e ly  to be mado to  keep the sea ts  
f i l l e d  during tho 1932 season*" — The Pontiac (Mich.) Daily Prose,


