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Dre putler Looks At The Pseudo PsyChO]OgleS.

Pregident Ilicholas lurray Lutler, President of Columbia University, published his amual
report to the trustees on Crhristrmas Day. It gives very sound observebtion with amaszing
naivete. o

iie deplored "the steady decline in the nractice of good smmmers” of +the present gener=

ations "Carelessness snd inconsiderateness in drcs~ " hie said, "in speech and in per-
sonal habits, have L.ooo.x aiﬁ too corsion, not awmong the younger generation alone by any
meeans, but also ox the part of their elders.” ie addea that this has been going on for
a nunber of years. | «

"It is not easy to find sabisfactory rsasons for such changes as these," e observed,
"or to fix upon the cause which would explain why it is that distinction and correctness
of speech, of appsarance and of manner are no longer esteensd as they once were., Un~
concern for standards of axcellence and overconcern for the quick satisfaction of one's
immediate persomal convenienees and desires have corbined 4o undermine that very con-
siderable respect for age, for accomplishment, for excellence, and for high standards
which have long wmarked, snd should slways wmark, . the cultiveatsd gentlenan, N

Dr e Butler then proceeded *+o sv“gest a cause for the decline in good manners, and we

agree Go a certain exbtent with his cholce. e sald that in his opinion "the anti-
philosophies and the pseudo asychologiss which sre so widely diffused just now, and

which are having such deplorable effects upon the instruction offered and training given,
particularly in the elementary and secondary schools have, consciously or unconsciously, .
played a large part in effeching these chonges,” =

And therein lies the mneivete of Dr, butler, for Dr. Butler is President of Columbia Uri=
versity, than which there is no greater breeding ground for anbiphilosophies and pseudo
psychologies. The fact tha® Harvard sborted it under President Bliot makes no differ~ :
ence; Columbla geve it mass productidn, and Tescherst College carried it into the high )
schools and grades. (Luther, of course, gave it beginning when he rebelled against :
the principle of authority, bHut it took & long tiue for the philosophy of Frotestantism

to catch up with its theology -~ and when it c&ughu up it destroyed the theology.)

Wasntt it frse Catherine ualﬁby Blaisﬁﬂil,'wife of Prof« TeCeo Blaisdell, of the economics
department of Columbia University, who said recently: "To introduce & smsll child to the
idea of an Ommipotomt Pather ray easily rob him of ualfndapendence"? Ani didn't she
tell us that the irofessor's children are among those who are brought up without ever
hearing of God or religion? Why, surely And such gospel didn't sound a bit stranze
to anyone who has followed ths anilphleSOPhieﬁ and pseudo psychologies of Columbia for
the past TWHﬁty'“bmrua And who can blsre the child who i1s denied cven & look at divine
suthority if he clicoses to 4isregard human authority and be a little brat izstead of an
angel?

Perhaps we are a it spoiled. We are so used bto college prosidents who imow what it is
all about that we look askarze at the ﬁmher Ikind,  In chariby we musht coneclude that Dr,
Butler docs not kuow what ic ©olny on in his wniversity; to do otherwmsu woyuld be to
accuse him of uthor hypocr1Uf¢ But we can't help wishing e would loolk wraund. It
wouﬂﬂ(;ak@ our temz mueh siizler 1f he, who belioves in avthority and good neanners, were
to out off at onc shroke tiv Grooding sround of behaviourisn and all the other isms pro=
popated at Colurbis, for it —wmuld plve us a genvration of high school teashers who would
be their old=fashiosned botier mblVbu, ard we would b saved bl bask of desdorizing
publde hiph school graduates of thelr dsag.
AYIRG: JOB0 dugan has wderpone an operation for poitre; o cousin of Jus. licKeon under=
went an appoendix aperation tiis worning; John Kane's futhur is very ill, Ilss at 6:30
Thursiany dn Lyons Lisll for in. repose of tho soul of Wiw. Jelorihy's nothers Four Sp. Int.
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