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They Are  Picking On The Kids Again,

I t  was a famous French a th e is t  who la id  down the p rin c ip le  which h is c o -re lig io n is ts  have 
followed m  p o l i t ic a l  p rac tic e  ever since in  France and in  the L atin  countries: "Give me 
the m in istry  of eduoavion, and I  care not who has the o ther p o r tfo lio s  in  the cab inet.
I f  we' can keep God out of the  schools* the fu tu re  i s  in  our hands." Horace Iton  and h is 
assoc ia tes worked out the same p rin c ip le  in  the  United S ta te s , and we must give them 
c re d it io r haying done a ra th e r  thorough job -  so thorough th a t th i s  country i s  la rg e ly  
neu tra l to  the idea of God, so n e u tra l, in  f a c t ,  th a t in d iffe ren ce  to  God and one's soul 
i s  looked upon as something respectab le  *■ even su p erio r•

A correspondent sends us a c lipp ing  from the Chicago Tribune containing the answer of the
tram m g-tne-baby  ed ito r to  in q u ire rs  who want to  know what to  t e l l  th e ir  children about

• Aft e r , G u e s s in g  th a t  i t  i s  hard to answer since "many of us no longer have the 
oldfashioned ' heaven or h e l l '  conception of d ea th ," she re p lie d  thus:

1. Don' u connect death w ith b u r ia l ,  i f  you can possib ly  help  i t .
2. Try not to  assoc ia te  sickness and death .
S. I f  yam  ch ild  says a n igh t prayer be sure there  i s  no suggestion of death

in  i t .  " I f  I should die before I wake" i s  a ra th e r  t e r r i b l e  p o s s ib il i ty ,
4 , So*..®*.iiies learn  iro n  the c h ild , fo r " i f  not much has been given him in  the

way of b e lie f  bu t i f  there have been ta lk s  th a t tend to  bring  out what the
ch ild  fe e ls ,  some very  s p i r i tu a l ,  revealing  and fa sc in a tin g  ideas w ill  develop,"

Is  th a t a formula? Was i t  from the baby's tabu la  rasa  th a t  Dr. Watson got h is behav­
iorism . ^Dic. the baby give Bertram R ussell h is  fa sc in a tin g  s c ie n t if ic  m orality? Did 
Rabbi Lewis crown s tea l h is  very s p ir i tu a l  re l ig io n  from th e  cradle? Was Freud's verv 
revealing psychopathology whispered from the perambulator? I f  th i s  i s  the formula our 
modern wise men are  follow ing, we might as w ell q u it, fo r  in fan ts  are t e r r i b l e , One 
never knows wnether the next remark i s  to  be sen t to  the b righ t-B ay ings-of-ch ild ren  
e d ito r_ or uhe most-embarras sing-moment desk, (We know one c h ild , however, who would 
have given a new-fangled mother a dark moment, fo r when he f i r s t  heard of the Blessed
i r in i t y  he asjced his^grandmother, "Does God the Father spank hard?" And th a t  comes 
r ig h t back to the h e ll idea again#)

We agree with ffissB evaas, the e d ito r , th a t " i f  I  should die before I  wake" i s  a rather 
te r r ib le  p o s s ib il i ty , and i t  i s  ex ac tly  our reason  for wanting to  give the ch ild  a re a l

p r°per of dea th* We have not had to give up the oldfashioned "heaven or 
h e ll idea because we never had i t ;  we have the more oldfashioned idea of heaven or h e ll  
or purgatory, and since the second and th ird  a lte rn a tiv e s  make death , n igh t or day, the 
te r r ib le  p o s s ib il i ty , we be lieve  th a t  the c h ild  has a r ig h t  to know a l i t t l e  something 

about a l l  th ree , (Personally , we would have d i f f ic u l ty  finding the proper n igh t prayer 
f° r  a neu tra„ . Even the a th e i s t 's  prayer, "0 God, i f  th e re  be a God, save my soul,
i t  I have a souls, throws a shadow of fear across the in fa n t mind.)

faience h asn 't^y e t succeeded in  d issoc ia ting  sickness and death, much to the discomfort 
of C ain 's ch ild ren ; ana the law would have something to  say about the  disconnection of
death and b u r ia l , Tes, the question is  hard to  answer, bu t Miss Sevans has done no
% %  abteiapting to  answer i t ,  because DEATH IS THE STUMBLING BLOCK
0- -'VL,.lY FaLoj-, IHILOoOPUf, I f  she was unw illing to face the fa c t  th a t  death is  only 
the beginning of l i f e ,  she should have ignored the question , C h rist answered the ques­
tio n , and gave proof for h is  answer by Flu own R esurrection - but C hrist i s  also old-

("Of such," lie sa id , " is  the kingdom of heaven.")
PRAYERS: A cousin and two frien d s  of Dick Tobin were k i l le d  in an auto accident la s t  week, 
^ s .  Harry Luhn, wife of the f i r s t  Noire Dune fo o tb a ll cap ta in , was also k i l le d  in  an auto 
acciden t. An aunt of Paul H albert is  se rio u sly  i l l ,  A fr ie n d  of Francis Toomey died 
recen tly  of fo o tb a ll in ju r ie s .  P ro f. MoCole thanks you fo r  your prayers fo r h is  fa th er 
and asks you to h is  broths** idio a lso  died reoently#


