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The Paganizing Public Press.

We are indebted to The Pittsburgh Catholic for the full text of an excellent address
delivered recently before the Catholic Forum of Pittsburgh, by Jerome B. Keller, on
"Catholics and the Press." TWe regret that lack of space prevents us from reprinting
the address in full; we are glad to be able to give you a few sallent paragraphs.

After contrasting Catholic culture and secular culture, and showing that they are by
their nature irreconcilable = no matter how much good will there may be between the
proponents of both =~ he goes on to show how the secular press is the mirror of this
worldly culture which menaces Catholicism and Catholic institutions. He says:

"The modern Jjournal of repute strives always to reflect what it conceives to be the

best in popular thought =~ in populsr thought, mark‘y@u. And precisely because current
popular thought has its roots in 2 culture which is the offspring of an illicit union
between education divorced froa.rwllglon, on the one hand, and humenism begotten of
materialistic self=love on the other, the Catholic reader must, perforce, take his daily
news in a pagan melange, news more or less highly seasoned with anti-Catholic philosophy.

"llow, is this circumstance & matber for our concern? I think it is. e may as well
recognize the fact at onee that all too many of our correligionists are prone to content
themselves with the daily paper as the sum total of their literary endeavorss This is
deplorable, certainly; but, while czne fervenily longs for the day when every Catholie |
home, however humble, will be the regular recipient of its dioccesan newspaper, one may
not blink the fact that only a smalil fraction of our Catholic population now avails ite
self of these untainted news purvevorse. And when ve compare the poisoning influence

of the secular news sheet, excried daily, with the were weekly-applied antidote of at=
tendance at Mass where a corrective sermon mey or may not be heard, we more clearly
sense the immediate necd for remedial action in the matber.

"Here it is understood, of course, that the too common practice of educating children

in seeular schools = albeit, a fremuamﬁly*unavoidwble one = is a fruitful source of
dereliction. But who will deny thet the daily grist of news ovents served in the pagan
style = of wit and humor mwore than tinged wit: irreverence, even blasphemy = of meretri-
cious articles tricked out in plausible garb snd labeled ‘S@Flﬂhﬂ' ~ of cheap serial fic~-
tlion which inferentially extols both W&t@ri&lism and athelsm -~ who will deny that, in

the absence of antidotves in kind, thiso arc among the chief causes of loss of falth on
the part of Catholics?"

-,

The point is well nede. Ve sec it overy day - even here, in a Catholic university,
where cvoery source of correct inforretion is cvailable, studonts talke the word of the
sceular press on every point on which they havie not already o bulwark of contrary ine
formations. some students do not, of course; some - most =~ but ¢bill btoo fow ~ are
glfted with that Catholic instined which dutoets error inbultively and pocs at once to
Lruw sources to jusuvify the 1nnumu1@%. Tre otners lob the orror sink in, =snd unless

somythin: labor juors twa“ lonse frow it, thoy zo oubt of hera helf=-parsn Catholics.

Following Pope Pius KI's cneyellenl, uodresusine Anrio, dr. Lollor appeals to lay apos~
tles to correct wrong atbituden of "o *r@ o oon uestions of felilh snd woralss Cothe
olle collegs wen should be Zoruaost in thic wori, sives theire iz the most favorablo
training for this work. If they el thet i+ iu uscless o try Yo converd non=Catlh-
olies through the vox popull of the deldly vrees, st least bhuy ean stop sowms of the
loskage of Catholics who losc thoir foith lﬂﬂ*nmlbld o dafiluiblon with sgnostic
culture in nuwspapers.



