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The C reator ~ The Soul*

F* What a re  you try in g  to  say, Mdeni, what i s  G indri?
If: G indri i s  -  he i s  l ik e  th i s  ** he i s ,  and th a t  i s  a l l t

L ' l ' l  414 a11 the ir™ *■ ■» » « -  «-*-•
f r o ! ht o l s r f ? ,! t " o * „ p le .He 6r” te d  f l r S t  * 1  ” l e ' t h ™  * “ »  sPranS
P: Hot a l l  men?
N: Yes, my fa th e r  sa id  th a t  a l l  men had come from these  two; and th a t  when th e  Bale had 
become very  numerous and had s e t t l e d  in  th e i r  own m ountains, th e i r  c h ie fs  chose a name
J? r .L t?6 §re a J e s t  one of , a l l » the  one who made them: they c a lle d  him G in d ri; i t  means
unat ne i s  the  one who i s  always a lone, who never ends *

vsee< J But yot  say th a t  in  the  beginning G ind ri m s  a l l  alone and y e t you t e l l  me 
th a t  he made every th ing  th a t  we see around u s . How could he have done so?

At t h i s  p o in t,  our n a r ra to r  t e l l s  u s , the  c h ie f  Tcherekwa broke in to  th e  co n v ersa tio n .
L Sa? uPr l Shb in  c h a ir ,  s t i f f  and m o tio n less , h is  elbows c lo se  to  h is  s id e s . 

Then suddenly he sh ivered  and began to  shake and trem ble l ik e  a man coming ou t o f ic e -*zir̂  ::=
F : Do you hear t h a t , Ndeni? Do you agree?
Hs Yes, m aste r, he has spoken words of t r u th  *
F* And d id  th e  f i r s t  man know th a t  G indri had c rea ted  hinnY

• • • -  -
F: But how do you know th a t  men are  d i f f e r e n t ’

i s h o t" I f a  man came to  s te a l  in  the  n ig h t he might escape l ik e  the
anim al, and th en  he would not come again ; he would know q u ite  w ell t h a t  he was do ire
wrong and th a t  another tim e he would be c a u g h tI . . . . .

H H H M ^
U  f y *  °f?  f ° f °  question , iiden i, what do the Bale say about death? When a man d ies
do th ey  thiUK he has no fu r th e r  e x is te n c e ?
N: The Bale say fchat a man d ies  wlion the b rea th  of h is  l i f e  leaves th e  body. Then th e  
body tu rn s  to  co rru p tio n  in th e  e a r th  whore he was b u ried ; bu t the  sou l and h is  b rea th  
aro  no longer ciioro, since thoi; o scapod from the body,
P: khore  doe s tho soul go? N. %jp to  G in d ri,
P : Ifhat doe (3 i t  do a f t e r  death? N» i ' & don * t  know.
F: Does G indri judge the words o f  the  soul? IT: he d o n 't  Aow,* som say  th a t  he does.
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