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Very Late =~ But Welcome,

"President Alexander G. Ruthven of the University of Michigan proposed in a recent ad-
dress a plan of character training for students and the appointment of a university
counsellor in religion. He will find a wvast body of people in ilichigan who will hope
for adoption of such a plan in the very near future.

"As has been said many times, one of the major faults of today's institutions of higher
learning - in fact, the greatest of all fanlts » is their failure to reinforce or even
retain character. Too often college studies break down Paiths through presentation of
half-truths without bothering to tell the whole story. Too often students are given
the agnosticism of Spencer and Kaub, and left stranded without having pointed out to
them the fallicies of such teachings. Too often colleges substitube behaviorism or
codes of ethics for religione

"Meny a fine lad has entered college & devout believer in religion only to be gradusted
as an agnostic materialist and perhaps even an atheist., The college thus builds withe-
out a foundations It teaches the sciences, etc., but neglects the first of 21l essen-
tials of success in life, character.

"President Shaw of Michigan State Odllege has been working for some time on £ plan some-
what similar to that which seems to be in the back of Dr, Ruthven's head, Some time
ago in a Grand Rapids address President Shaw declared his convietion thet evoery college
student should go to o church, a cathedral, a synagogue or a meeting house; but it was
entirely within the college's province to insist upon some form,of*warshlp. The Shaw
plan lets the student choose his church, insisting only that somewhere he maintain con-
tact with faithe -

"There is in these days of economic reverses no man or women more pitiful than the vie~

tim of depression who has ne religious staff upon which to lean, no faith to bolster him
in defeats The college student who faces lif'e with a cynical atheism may sneer ot re-

ligion, Jjust as Soviet Russlia sneers; but let him look arounde He will find that those
men and women who hold their heads high in these times and in whose eyes gleoms the de-

termination to corry on, despite reverses, are those whose foiths are firmly grounded in
religious convictionse |

"After oll, man is more than o mochine, The Universibty which trains men and women with
out heed for charactar is delinqu@nt in its rosponsibilibics, It is doing no more for
its students than o circus trainer does for dumb brutes. The one trains them to turn
somersaults, the othor te reelte law of mix medicines." == The Grand Ropids Herald.

A perspicacicus editerial, thgt, Would that the whole secular press of the United
States were os keen and as honest., Had it been, cynicism would not have sprend so
rapidly, ognosticlsm would not be so rampunt vt the present time. For o generation now
the dumbbell profcssor has made the front pege by the simple axpedlcnt of o smartaleck
sbotement; and by the process of attrition the frogment of folth in the Protestant
consciencc was worn vy,

How much President Ruthven can zccomplish by this new oxpedient (the details of which we
hoven't seon) we do not know. He seoms to have very good dispositierns; we hepe his
logie roaches far enough for him to aveid the mistoke mode by his reomote predeccssor,
President Burton, whe established the so-called Scheol of Religlon ot Ann Arbore. Prosi=-
dont Burton proposed teaching tho "fundomental s underlying o1l religi-ns" as o curce for
moral ovils; the Bullctin raminded him that it is foith in spoeifie truths, not kncwled-
of wnderlying principlos, plus the grace of God, tha® makes people bohave under Tempe
tatian”tcnmigbahavﬁg
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